
‘I wanted to create a programme that works a bit like a story’, says Ismo 
Eskelinen. He laughs: ‘I wanted to make a modern guitar disc that can be 
listened to from beginning to end’.

The works on this recording are united by the fact that, with the 
exception of Tan Dun, Eskelinen has collaborated closely with all the 
composers. He says he admires how intuitively they all understood the 
essence of the guitar, even though none of them is a guitarist. And even 
when special effects are involved, for example in Tiensuu’s work, they 
have been used in an exceptionally practical way.

‘Everyone has found a unique way to bring his own musical style to the 
guitar, and each of the composers is clearly recognizable. I’ve always 
told composers that they shouldn’t worry too much about playability, 
because then something new can be created.’

The pieces on this recording form a compelling narrative. ‘Fagerlund’s 
and Aho’s works come close to the limits of what is possible on the 
guitar, but their musical logic is so strong that their demanding nature 
is justi昀ed.’ Mustonen’s Sonata contains drama but also lyricism, which 
is then emphasized in Tan Dun’s piece, which consists of short sections, 
and acquires new colour in Tiensuu’s work. The story of the album also 
has geographical breadth: Aho was inspired by Arabic music and Tan 
Dun combines imitation of the Chinese pipa with elements derived from 
昀amenco. According to Eskelinen, Alakotila’s piece is like a soothing 
昀nal vignette, a kind of encore.

Kimmo Korhonen
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            Sebastian Fagerlund (b. 1972)  
          1 ) Kromos (2011)                                                              8'52 

            Kalevi Aho (b. 1949)  
     2—3 ) Solo XI (2013)                                                              10'52 

            Olli Mustonen (b. 1967)  
     4—6 ) Guitar Sonata No. 2 (2017)                                   10'35 

            Tan Dun (b. 1957)  
   7—13 ) Seven Desires (2002)                                              12'12 

            Jukka Tiensuu (b. 1948)  
14—21 ) Daydreams for guitar and electronics (2016)      14'45 

            Timo Alakotila (b. 1959), arr. Ismo Eskelinen  
        22 ) Psalm (2015)                                                                  1'46 

                                                                                                                 TT: 60'42 
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