


SPIRIT OF CHICAGO ORCHESTRA

QUELLE EST L'HISTOIRE DE CES PARTITIONS ?

LE TRAVAIL DE L'ORCHESTRE :

LE RESULTAT




The SPIRIT OF CHICAGO ORCHESTRA is a jazz and dance orchestra of the 20's
and 30’s. Comprised of 11 musicians, it falls under the purest tradition of
the most famous Orchestra from Chicago. It interprets with finesse and
control the most beautiful melodies of the clubs of the time, and helps you
discover composers such as King Oliver,’ Cole Porter, Louis Armstrong...
During a trip to the United States, leader Bastien Stil, recovered a stock of
original arrangements, forsaken at the back of a music shop. While back in
Paris, he deeply studied these scores, hundreds of them, from the jazz repertoire
of the 1920s to 1936, some of them having never been performed.

WHAT IS THE STORY OF THE MUSIC SCORES? =

We are in the 1920’s in Chicago. Prohibition and local crimes are at their peak
but the music is alive. At the time, jazz and dance were very much-associated
and one cannot dance without a live orchestra. The chart hits were heard on
LPs or at the cinema, notably in musicals. Famous jazz clubs and hotels were
keen to showcase these tracks to the listeners and dancers. Therefore, Editing
company decided to commission arrangers (Gordon Jenkins, Don Redman...)
in order to turn them into «standards» and publish them throughout the United
States. These are the scores that Bastien recovered.

THE WORK OF THE ORCHESTRA

The majority of the repertoire on this album has either never been recorded
or not been played since this era. Moreover, in 90 years, the style and the
instruments have moved on. In order to transcribe this kind of sound, all the
musicians have researched authenticity and play on an instrument of this
period, or find the right phrasing or vibrato which has not been used since.

As a RESULT, the arrangements are audacious and powerful. It is a return to the
musical life which hasn’t lost its freshness and spontaneity. This is a music
created by people in their 20s for 20 year old people, and which only the dust
of the years has altered the sound supports on which it was engraved.

Traduction : David Richard.
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