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TRIO CELESTE

Hailed as “a first-class ensemble” (Orange County Register) “exuberant and technically
dazzling” (Long Beach Gazette) and “one of the best young chamber groups around
today” (Philip Setzer, Emerson String Quartet), Trio Céleste has quickly established itself
as one of the most dynamic chamber music ensembles in the country. Winners of the
prestigious Beverly Hills Auditions in Los Angeles, Trio Céleste is currently Ensemble-
in-Residence at the Claire Trevor School of the Arts at the University of California, Irvine,
and in 2012, formed Chamber Music | OC - a nonprofit organization dedicated to
promoting the art of chamber music through performance, education, and community
outreach. For more information, please visit www.irioceleste.com.
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As part of Trio Céleste’s deep commitment to performing the music of living
composers, Constellations: Variations on a Theme by Beethoven bridges the
gap between old and modern, breathing new life into one of Beethoven'’s
most beautiful and memorable themes. Ten renowned composers took part
in producing short variations based on the opening theme of the “Largo con
espressione” movement from the “Piano Trio in G Major, Op. 1, No. 2.”
The collaboration produced an extraordinary range of interpretations
resulting in one of the most unique contributions to the piano trio repertoire
in the last decade.

The title Constellations was inspired by the cosmic nature of the project
itself; like many unique sets of variations, constellations are beautiful, varied
patterns that share both explicit and implicit commonalities.

Jim Eninger, Kenneth and Dianne Gasworth, Michelle Gasworth, Steven and
Deborah Gasworth, Eugene Golden, Orest and Nadia Krechkovsky, Patti
Loucks, Julian Martin, David Palmer and the Soka Performing Arts Center,
Philip Setzer, Greg Victoroff and Jane Guerin, Richert Wang, Barbara Yapp,
and all of the composers who contributed to Constellations.

Iryna Krechkovsky would like to thank the Canada Council for the Arts
Musical Instrument Bank for the generous loan of the 1689 “Baumgartner”
Antonio Stradivari violin used on this recording.
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Piano Trio in G Major, Op. 1, No. 2 Ludwig van Beethoven (1770 -1827)

|. Adagio - Allegro vivace
I1. Largo con espressione
III. Scherzo. Allegro

IV. Finale. Presto

Constellations: Variations on a Theme by Beethoven

Variation | “Paraphrase” Eugene Drucker (b.1952)

Variation |1 “Musigawi Largo” mike Block (b.1982)

Variation Il “Ethereal” £ric Guinivan (b.1984)

Variation IV “How Far a Lar Go” Peter Erskine (b.1954)

Variation V “Variation For Solo Violin” paul Dooley (b.1983)

Variation VI “Moonrise” Fred Hersch (b.1955)

Variation VIl “Scherzo Variation” samuel Adler (b.1928)

Variation VIII “Wistfully Mischievous” jim scully (b.1972)

Variation IX “If Beethoven Danced Merengue” Christina Spinei (b.1984). .. ... . ..
Variation X “Still Variation” pierre Jalbert (b.1967)

Piano Trio No. 4 in E minor, Op. 90 “Dumky”  Antonin Dvorak (18411904

|. Lento maestoso - Allegro quasi doppio movimento

II. Poco Adagio - Vivace non troppo

I11. Andante - Vivace non troppo

V. Andante moderato (quasi tempo di Marcia) - Allegretto scherzando
V. Allegro

V1. Lento maestoso - Vivace, quasi doppio movimento
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