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A Psalm of Life    Opus 138, No.1 (1988)

This is the fi rst of a suite of fi ve pieces in the collection The Poet’s Book of Wisdom. 
The poetry is by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Each of the poems seems more 
about advice in good living, rather than in elusive poetic allusion. Each poem has a 
“word musicality” that invites an actual musical setting.  

Come, Holy Spirit   Opus 67a (1975)

The text is from the Catholic Liturgy, and is one of seven or so sequences left in 
the Liturgy by the Council of Trent in the 1500’s. It is used during Pentecost, and 
is sometimes called the Golden Sequence. This version does not use the melodic 
double-versicles found in the ancient form. Here there is a clear harmonic plan with 
20th-century lines that move and “bump” against one another dissonantly. So in 
order to assist the singers, the lines are reinforced instrumentally, as was common in 
the Medieval and Renaissance periods.  

Gnosis   Opus 38 (1970) (Women’s chorus) 

If any poem in this collection touches on eternity it is this one from the 1800’s C.P. 
Cranch. Again and again the text reminds the reader of the impermanence of life.  
Each line tries to connect and interpret daily experiences and feelings with higher, 
long-term meaning. Since the word gnosis means mystical knowledge, the implica-
tion is that answers to man’s insecurities and anxieties are to remain unanswered and 
pondered in a timeless, unyielding continuum.  
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Shall I Compare Thee?   Opus 188 (1997)

This is, of course, one of Shakespeare’s more favored Sonnets. In it the author seems 
to reassure the reader that the insecurities and anxieties alluded to in Gnosis (above) 
are assuaged, if not completely eliminated through the possible love of one indi-
vidual for another.  

The Nightingale   Opus 7d (1964) (Women’s chorus) 

The text is an anonymous translation of Sonnet 43 by the 1300’s poet, Francesco 
Petrarch. The high emotional content seems to minimize the passing of some 
600 years. In order to create a sense of bird-like chatter and fl ight, the singers are 
frequently used in an almost instrumental manner.  

To Daffodils   Opus 76 (1976)

Robert Herrick’s never-dying poem from the 1600’s also expresses the same 
concerns found in the above Gnosis. Here there is perhaps an even greater emphasis 
on the brevity of life, but with a certain reliance on the comfort of prayer. 

Posies   Opus 139 (1988)

These four poems by Scottish poet Robert Burns (1759-96) were set to music that 
uses the harp as accompaniment. As is shown in a few of his poems, Burns might 
qualify as one of the most passionate of poets. Even though 220 years old, these 
verses come to life with universal imagery and emotion. In his short 37 years, Burns 
was able to pass along quite a bit of human feeling.  



Analects  Opus 288  (2014)

Here are eight brief poems (1500s to 1900s), each by a different poet. In musical 
order, they are Sir Walter Raleigh, Francis Quarles, Edger Allan Poe, Thomas 
Bailey Aldrich, John Banister Tabb, Francis William Bourdillon, Paul Laurence Dunbar, 
and Robert Frost. The topics, sometimes humorous, range from time, love, mind or 
memory, death, life, and solitude.  

The West Wind  Opus 17  (1961/2015)

The music for this score was composed in 1961. The text for this particular version 
uses portions of P. B. Shelley’s Ode to the West Wind. This score employs section 
whispering.  

Memorial Concert Mass  Opus 287  (2014)

A Mass for the dead need not be called a Requiem, especially when, as in this 
Mass, the Dies Irae is not used. Here the standard Mass sections (“Kyrie,” “Sanctus/
Benedictus,” and “Agnus Dei”) are used, along with propers from an older version 
of the rite that were originally sung and spoken. “The Lord’s Prayer” and the “Great 
Amen” are also interpolated. While the “Kyrie” here is quite joyous, the other 
sections become increasingly solemn and staid. The fi nal section attempts to 
express the inexpressible.  
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