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FRANZISKA PIETSCH

Born in East Berlin, she received her first violin lessons from her father at the age of five. She
gave her debut at the Komische Oper Berlin aged eleven, after which she regularly performed
as a soloist alongside renowned orchestras of the GDR. She entered the Hochschule fiir
Musik Hanns Eisler as a junior student, where she studied with Werner Scholz. As an emerg-
ing talent, she enjoyed special state support until her father escaped to the West in 1984. Two
years of reprisals by the regime followed until she was able to leave the country in 1986. She
continued her studies with Ulf Hoelscher (Karlsruhe), Jens Ellermann (Hannover) and Dorothy
Delay at the Juilliard School in New York. Masterclasses with renowned musicians including
Wanda Wilkomirska, Ruggiero Ricci and Herman Krebbers rounded off her musical training.

Prokofiev’s works reflect facets of her own biography to a significant degree: Franziska
Pietsch’s musical training, thanks to being funded and promoted by the state, was initially
informed by the Eastern European tradition. Her own musical socialisation thus brought
Prokofiev’s music close to her heart. His two Violin Sonatas appear as two contrasting poles
within his ceuvre — her life has also moved between extremes: from celebrated child star to
repressive boycott, and back to success.

Franziska Pietsch has won numerous competitions, including the Bach-Wettbewerb Leipzig,
Concours Maria Canals in Barcelona, the International Kocian Violin Competition and the Inter-
national Violin Competition Rudolfo Lipizer. She won the Parke-Davis Forderpreis as well as the
Prize of the Brahmsgesellschaft Baden-Baden. As a soloist, she has appeared in many European
countries as well as in America and Asia, performing under conductors such as Antoni Wit,
Arpad Jod, Moshe Atzmon, Julia Jones, Toshiyuki Kamioka and George Hanson. From 1998 until
2002 she was First Concertmaster of the Sinfonieorchester Wuppertal, and from 2006 until
2010 she was Deuxieme Soliste of the Orchestre Philharmonique du Luxembourg. She is also
regularly invited to lead the orchestras of the Dusseldorf and Frankfurt opera houses as well as
the WDR Sinfonieorchester Cologne.

Franziska Pietsch is particularly passionate about chamber music and is a founding member
of the Trio Testore. Alongside her busy performing schedule, she also arranged the trio’s annual
chamber music festival, “Mai Klassik”. In summer 2015, Franziska Pietsch parted with the ensemble
in order to be able to focus on other chamber music formations. In 2014 she became a member of
the String Trio Lirico and has performed many concerts since 2012 with her piano partner, Detlev
Eisinger. Their audite album of Grieg Violin Sonatas has received rave reviews as well as nomina-
tions for the Preis der Deutschen Schallplattenkritik and the International Classical Music Award.
Franziska Pietsch plays a violin by Carlo Antonio Testore (Milan) of 1751.
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Thank you for your interest in this audite recording.

Please note that this free PDF version of the booklet is for your personal
use only! We kindly ask you to respect our copyright and the intellectual
property of our artists and writers — do not upload or otherwise make avai-
lable for sharing our booklets or recordings.
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