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Te Deum Laudamus:®
Man’s Hymn to
the Cosmos

We have always looked upwardes.

To dream, to comprehend, to escape;
and in rare, exalted moments, to curse
or glorify.

“Te Deum Laudamus” — we praise thee.
In one form or another, humankind has
sung the Latin text of the Te Deum since
the 4th century. Today however, our
need to celebrate a universe seemingly
indifferent towards us remains
strangely inexplicable. Here for a flash
between infinity and nothingness,
should we dare notice the vast empires
of space unknown? Here on our cozy
green planet, happy or at least trying

or pretending to be, here do the endless
skies indeed matter? Or perhaps
defiant, shall we fight like some hapless
hero, reaching for what is untouchable?

Pascal says that Man 15 greater fharr.

the Cosmos because'he knows that this
vastness crushes him, and the universe
knows nothing. In other words — thg sky
has no name for itself.
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Perhaps not greater, we are, at the_'very‘ 4

least, braver. To all this gosm' -y
violence, chaos and perfectl n around‘
and within us, we can sing pralse
because we can sing; and even ifit
cannot hear aur little cry ‘and fanfare,

we must. ; ‘ g

bold somewhat audac:ous tradition by P
enlisting you as ‘wellito 'bxplqre the
heavens: 2 - ' 0y
Yes, we must be brave and.look to
the stars — not as gur‘nasters bu

equals.
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* + Tous les matins
.*","";".- du monde -

e though live seem | o

. ' tooutward eyes,
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have we died long ago

on another shore?
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‘shall we clasp hands

like some grecian stone
~ hoping to reunite in bidding farewell?
]
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| cannot remember.
-

all the sighs,
could not bring you back
L
~ + you are no longer what we name,

this sound is mute.
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/I the roads of the world
will not take me home
‘with'these two hands

. ‘ Ty q)%d not touch the sky: ’
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