
Workers at the Altos Hornos de Corral steel works, 1948
(source: Memorias del Siglo XX – Archivo Nacional de Chile)

carne de Chile, rostros
cicatrizados por el viento,
martirizados por la pampa,
昀rmados por el sufrimiento.

昀esh and blood of Chile, faces 
scarred by the wind,
ravaged by the pampa,
marked by suffering.

On 28th January 1946, a workers’ manifestation on Plaza Bulnes in 
Santiago de Chile was brutally interrupted by the National Police, 
who 昀red into the crowd, killing six people and wounding close to 
a hundred. Four years later, the poet Pablo Neruda published the 
poem Los muertos de la plaza, to commemorate them and to voice his 
support for the struggle of the workers. And 23 years later, in 1973, 
Allan Pettersson selected this poem and eight others by Neruda for his 
Twelfth Symphony, explaining his choice:
‘My heart was, and is, with the poor of Chile, so like the worker in that 
third world which I once grew up in.’
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Allan Pettersson (1911—80) 

        Symphony No. 12, ‘De döda på torget’ (1973—74) 
         for mixed choir and orchestra. Text: Pablo Neruda (Los muertos de la plaza) 

1 )    Beginning. De döda på torget (The Dead in the Square)               10'53 
2 )    Bar 323. Massakern (The Massacres)                                                    8'23 
3 )    Bar 646. Nitratets män (The Men of the Nitrate)                                 5'20 
4 )    Bar 840. Döden (Death)                                                                          4'44 
5 )    Bar 984. Hur fanorna föddes (How the Flags were Born)                 1'22 
6 )    Bar 1023. Jag kallar på dem (I Call on Them)                                     5'46 
7 )    Bar 1204. Fienderna (The Enemies)                                                     6'51 
8 )    Bar 1414. Här är de (Here They Are)                                                     3'16 
9 )    Bar 1520. Alltid (Always)                                                                         8'35 

                                                                                                                                                                      TT: 55'40 

    Swedish Radio Choir · Eric Ericson Chamber Choir 

    Norrköping Symphony Orchestra 
    Christian Lindberg conductor 
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ALLAN PETTERSSON
Symphony No. 12  The Dead in the Square

SWEDISH RADIO CHOIR  ·  ERIC ERICSON CHAMBER CHOIR
NORRKÖPING SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA · CHRISTIAN LINDBERG
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