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             Gustav Mahler (1860—1911) 

     1—5 )     Rückert-Lieder                                   18'57 

             Alban Berg (1885—1935) 

  6—10 )     Altenberg Lieder, Op. 4                           10'37 
                 Fünf Orchesterlieder, nach  
                 Ansichtkarten-Texten von Peter Altenberg 

             Rhian Samuel (b. 1944) 

11—17 )     Clytemnestra (1994)                                   24'10 
                 (after Aeschylus) World Première Recording 

                                                                                                     TT: 54'46 

            Ruby Hughes soprano 
             BBC National Orchestra of Wales 
             Jac van Steen conductor

Produced in association with   
 
   and 

The inspiration for this recording came to me through the experience of being 
a BBC New Generation Artist. During that period I was given the oppor tunity 
to perform some truly profound compositions for voice, among them Rhian 
Samuel’s Clytemnestra. Discovering this work was a complete revelation and 
I was incredulous that it had only been performed once before, in 1994. I later 
discovered that Rhian’s influences included two of my favourite composers, 
Berg and Mahler, which gave me the idea to record Clytemnestra together 
with Mahler’s Rückert-Lieder and Berg’s Altenberg Lieder. 

Clytemnestra is an incredibly visual work, reminding me at times of epic 
Holly wood film scores from the 1950s… sun-scorched, sweeping and 
luscious in feel. It’s also an intensely visceral outpouring of a grieving mother 
and murderer. Samuel’s music evokes powerful feelings of complex empathy 
through its un waver ing exploration of grief and courage. As I listen to 
Clytemnestra, I hear echoes of Berg and Mahler. Like Samuel’s work, Berg’s 
unique Altenberg Lieder are replete with mystery and otherworldly harmonies 
and throughout the Rückert-Lieder Mahler lets us experience his own spirit, 
tenderness and fragility so acutely.  

It has been a joy making this recording with the BBC National Orchestra 
of Wales and Jac van Steen and I would like to thank them for encouraging 
me to take risks and explore all the varied emotions in this music, and for 
performing with such integrity and beauty. Thank you also Rhian for your 
extraordinary music and for your vision, guidance and support, and my family 
without whose support this project would not have come into existence. 
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