
‘Why would a Wagner singer want to record Winterreise?’
That’s the question some people asked me while preparing for this project. 
These were my answers:

Firstly, I sang Schubert songs many years before attempting the dramatic 
German repertoire, and that has been essential in my development 
towards performing Wagner and Strauss opera. The use of a wide palette 
of colours, while communicating text, is as important on stage as in recital. 
The delicacy required for an intimate art song keeps heroic voices healthy 
but an ability to cope with the rigours of Wagner can be beneficial to 
Schubert too. In just seventy minutes, performing Winterreise is as intense 
as a five hour opera.

Secondly, I believe this cycle is the most important in all of song literature, 
in the same way as Der Ring des Nibelungen is the jewel in the crown of 
the operatic canon. An artist aspires to perform the masterworks and 
committing Winterreise to disc fulfils a dream.

Finally, I’m hardly the first! Before Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau recorded 
Winterreise, the seminal version was by Hans Hotter, the most celebrated 
Wotan of the 20th century. It is for all voices. At time of writing, I own 
forty-eight recordings of this unique work. I treasure Jon Vickers as much 
as Peter Pears. I enjoy the heights of Christa Ludwig and the depths of 
Martti Talvela. What each artist brings is unique and I want to hear it.

James Rutherford
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Franz Schubert (1797—1828)  

Winterreise, D 911 
to texts by Wilhelm Müller 

  1 )      Gute Nacht 
  2 )      Die Wetterfahne 
  3 )      Gefrorne Tränen 
  4 )      Erstarrung 
  5 )      Der Lindenbaum 
  6 )      Wasserflut 
  7 )      Auf dem Flusse 
  8 )      Rückblick 
  9 )      Irrlicht 
10 )      Rast  
11 )      Frühlingstraum 
12 )      Einsamkeit 

13 )      Die Post  
14 )      Der greise Kopf  
15 )      Die Krähe  
16 )      Letzte Hoffnung  
17 )      Im Dorfe 
18 )      Der stürmische Morgen 
19 )      Täuschung 
20 )      Der Wegweiser 
21 )      Das Wirtshaus  
22 )      Mut!  
23 )      Die Nebensonnen 
24 )      Der Leiermann 

James Rutherford baritone  
Eugene Asti piano 
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