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C O N T E N T

H. C. LUMBYE

Champagne! The Sound of Lumbye and 
His Idols
Concerto Copenhagen
Lars Ulrik Mortensen, conductor

With the establishment of Copenhagen’s Tivoli Gardens in 1843, the Danish 
composer and conductor Hans Christian Lumbye (1810–1874) swiftly rose 
to fame as the city’s internationally acclaimed king of waltzes and galops, 
leading his orchestra from the violin. For this recording, Lars Ulrik 
Mortensen and Concerto Copenhagen – Scandinavia’s leading period 
instruments ensemble – studied Lumbye's original scores and used 
instruments from the era to recreate an authentic sound. This collection 
showcases Lumbye’s enchanting music, along with popular pieces by his idols, 
Lanner and Strauss I.

H.C. Lumbye
2:20[1] Champagne Galop, Op. 14 (1845)*

[2] Andante cantabile e Tarantella (1843) ** 8:50

Joseph Lanner
[3] Die Mozartisten, Walzer, Op. 196 (1842) 12:26

Johann Strauss I
6:07[4] Champagner-Walzer, Op. 14 (1285)

H.C. Lumbye
[5] Ekko fra de gamle guder på Tivoliøen, galop

(Echo from the old Gods at Tivoli Island, Galop) (1844)
[6] Sølvbryllupsvals (Silver Wedding Waltz) (1840) **
[7] Bellmans fest på Djurgården

(Bellman’s Feast on Djurgården) (1844) **
[8] Figaro Vals (Figaro Waltz) (1841) **
[9] Tivoli Bazaar Tsching-Tsching Polka (1843)

5:02

12:25

6:07

3:14

Total 65:14
* Focus Tracks
** World premiere recording
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• H.C. Lumbye and his orchestra was the primary attraction of the
amusement park Tivoli in the 1840s. On this album, Concerto
Copenhagen recreates the festive music as it would have sounded.

• The new dance music had spread like a wildfire through Europe in the
1830s from Austria, first and foremost the Viennese waltz, but also the
more direct polka rhythms and the lightning-fast galops.

• With Johan Strauss and Joseph Lanner as his biggest sources of
inspiration, H.C. Lumbye gathered an orchestra of 22 musicians to
create a Danish counterpart which primarily played his own music.

• In record time, Lumbye became the great pop star of Danish musical
life, especially for his Champagne Galop with the popping champagne
corks which today is still one of the most frequently offered encores.

• Lumbye quickly gained a reputation abroad, especially after a succesful
tour to Paris, Vienna and Berlin, earning the nickname "The Strauss of
the North".

• For this album, Concerto Copnehagen has worked with specialist from
all over Europe on old sheet music and picking instruments similar to
the ones used in Copenhagen in the 1840s, to recreate a sound which
no one has heard for more than 150 years.

• A linkfire for the album is available here: https://lnk.to/LumbyeCoco

• Interviews can be arranged. Press contact: Asta Ravn Cornelius,
asta@dacapo-records.dk, +45 2286 8980
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