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7 Epitaph for My Younger Brother 204 (536) (2:50
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11 Erhu in the Afternoon “FIGIIHIES
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15 Pipa at Midnight FRIMEEE
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Piano Sonata No. 3, Splendors South of the Yangtze River, Op. 39
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Piano Sonata No. 4, Carnival, Op. 54 $EPU#NZEZMSH GEXRH)

I Allegro animato #GI&RIPER (5:00)
1T Andante molto tranquillo JEH EF#IGTTHR (4:09)

111 Rondo gk (2:44)

Rural Festival Verse, Op. 53 £ L 1i4&1% (Fith) i&ih

No.1 Lantern Festival 7E#1E4T (2:46)
No. 7 Assignation on Chinese Valentine's Day £ 47l (4:06)
No. 8 Reveling in the Countryside JTEIHIE (3:35)
No. 10 Late Autumn Eve Wik 2 1% (4:15)
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No. 12 Spring Festival Lion Dance %1 Bkfii 3:21
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PREFACE

JIANG Wenye is a composer of great importance who enjoys an international
reputation in the Chinese modern history of music. He is also a representative
composer of the Central Conservatory of Music, China, for his great profusion and
wide variety of compositions. Among others, his piano music not only represents his
focused field of creation, but also embodies his music thought and stylistic vagary.
What are presented in this specialized album are the works carefully selected by
Professor SUN Xiaodan, who did in-depth studies into JTANG's materials and works.
What is noteworthy here is that, on the very occasion of the 110th anniversary of the
birth of JIANG, recording such a specialized album of his piano works not only has
a special historic significance, but is also very important to the academic world. The
fact of the matter is that, although The Complete Works of JIANG Wenye has been
published for years, yet it is still for the first time that the works of such a composer

of international influence have been seriously recorded in the Chinese Mainland.

This album contains his representative piano works at his early, middle and late
periods of time, systematically and completely manifests the whole configuration
of his works. Publication of such a collection no doubt bears great historical
significance and realistic relevance to the continuing and inheriting of his artistic
thought. The same holds for piano performers and musicologists to grasp the

Chinese historical development of piano music; to research the Chinese genre of

piano music, and the nationalization of Chinese piano music.

Professor SUN Xiaodan is a very promising young teacher from the Central
Conservatory of Music; she is the winner of the silver prize at the "Gold Bell Award",
the most prestigious music competition organized by the Chinese government. She
perseveres in music education and has long demonstrated her stellar gift in the
sphere of piano playing. She performs with superb skills, delicate expressions with
energy and charm, as well as passion and virtuosity. And as such, she is indeed
the proper pianist to display the marvelous aspects of JIANG's piano music. After
all, the legacy of the Chinese piano music needs more talented artists to inherit.
Undoubtedly, what Professor SUN meticulously selected and enthusiastically helped
get published is, and will be, of great contribution to the popularization of Chinese

piano music.

PU Fang
Professor of Musicology Department

The Central Conservatory of Music
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COMPOSER

JIANG Wenye (1910-1983), a famous composer, was born in Taiwan, China, and grew up
in Japan. He graduated from Musashi Institute of Technology in 1932 and later gave up
his major and took to music as his life-long career. He started to develop his reputation
in the Japanese music scene as a baritone singer and music composer. In 1934, he won
the second place with his composition titled Fantasy of the Egret in All Japan Music
Compositon Competition. In 1936, he was awarded the Honorable Mention at the 11th
Olympics in the Art Competitions through the orchestral work Formosan Dance. He
returned to China in 1938 and worked at Beijing Normal University and Beijing Arts
College as a professor of composition and vocal music. Meanwhile he devoted himself to
researching ancient Chinese music and folk music, embarking on creating musical works
with striking Chinese features. In 1949 he joined the faculty of Composition Department
at the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing. In 1983, he passed away in Beijing.

JIANG is a very prolific composer. His outstanding contributions to composing are
embodied by a wide variety of pieces of vocal music, piano, orchestral music and
religious music. He composed more than 30 piano works, such as Formosan Dance,
Bagatelle, The Peking Myriorama, and Rural Festival Verse. All throughout his life, he
clings to preserving traditional Chinese music and to working out modern music with
the ethnic style. The whole gamut of his works has fully demonstrated his musical
idiosyncratic talent and made a unique milestone in the development of Chinese music
history.
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THE TRACK LIST

1. Formosan Dance, Op. 1

Composed in 1934 as JIANG's debut and was adapted for orchestra in the same year. This piece was awarded
Honorable Mention at the 11th Olympics in the Art Competitions. It reveals his nostalgia and yearning for his
hometown Taiwan through the lively dancing rhythm and youth vitality, giving frequent expression to the
mood of being adrift, rootless and melancholy, and exhibiting a tinge of fantasy and romance.

2. Bagatelle Op. 8

Composed in 1936, consisting of 16 pieces, with sub-titles for some of them. The style of each piece differs
diametrically:some involving atonality, polytonality, while others using pentatonic scales with Chinese
folk music features. They are the representative works marking JIANG's shift from his "Japanese Time" to
"Beiping Time".

3. Piano Sonata No. 3 - Splendors South of the Yangtze River, Op.39

Composed in 1945, representing JIANG's "Beiping Time". It is based on a pipa music piece called "The Moon-
lit Night in Xunyang". Although called sonata, it is not so in the strict sense of structure, but is instead much
closer to the variant form of traditional Chinese music, i.e., three movements with introductions being
consecutively performed, quite similar to the playing of such Chinese national musical instruments as
pipa, xiao, zheng. This piece retains the timbre, rhythm, ornament and harmony of the traditional musical
instruments but deepens the charm of the original tranquility, pureness and transcendence embodied in
the ancient music.

4. Piano Sonata No. 4 - Carnival, Op.54

Composed in 1949, a major representative work of JIANG's third period of "Beijing Time". The entire music
falls into three movements, those are, allegro, lento, and allegro, taking on the initial form of a sonata. It
takes Lan Huahua (orchid), a popular folksong in the northern part of Shaan'xi province, as its program
for variation, expressing the common people's life satisfaction and happy mood after the New China was
founded.

5. Rural Festival Verse, Op.53

Composed in 1950, representing JIANG's mature large-scale music in his later period of time, emanating
a strong indigenous breath. The 12 pieces arranged in the order of 12 lunar calendar months depict the
seasonal routines and local customary activities and distinct natural sceneries, making a picture of local
folk's life and their customs, as well as fully expressing the composer's vision of a beautiful life ahead.
Recorded here are the five selected pieces: Lantern Festival, Assignation on Chinese Valentine's Day,
Reveling in the Countryside, Late Autumn Eve, and Spring Festival Lion Dance. The version is taken from
JIANG's manuscript which is arranged by the pianist and composer CUI Shiguang. These pieces, published
by the People's Music Press, are well-suited for concert performing.
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PERFORMER
[}

SUN Xiaodan, a Chinese pianist and an associate piano professor at the Central Conservatory of
Music, is a member of Chinese Musicians' Association and Global Outstanding Chinese Artists'
Association.

SUN started her piano study at the age of three. She graduated with a Master's Degree from the
Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing in 2006. In 2009, she was offered a full scholarship to
study with professor Monique Duphil as an artist diploma student at the Oberlin Conservatory of
Music and graduated with honors in 2011. Her other teachers include professor ZHOU Guangren,
LAI Yuanpei, BIAN Meng, YANG Jun and Eric Larsen. SUN has won prizes at various piano
competitions both at home and abroad. In 2004, she won the silver prize at the 4th China National
Piano Competition of the Chinese Golden Bell Award for Music and was engaged to play many
concerts throughout China. In 2006, she was also a prize winner in the 3rd International Piano
Competition in memory of Emil Gilels in Ukraine. In 2010, SUN was selected to represent the
Oberlin Conservatory at the distinguished Gilmore International Keyboard Festival.

As a soloist, she has performed with the China Youth Symphony Orchestra, the China Opera and
Dance Theatre Orchestra, the Tianjin Symphony Orchestra and the Guangxi Symphony Orchestra.
Her performances have brought her to concert halls such as National Center for the Performing
Arts, Beijing Poly Theatre and Beijing Concert Hall, etc.

As an outstanding educator, SUN has won quite a number of awards. Meanwhile, many of her
students have been admitted to conservatories in China and abroad. In recent years, she published
such musical works as The Piano Solo Repertoire Albums for Music Conservatories(with demo
CDs),The Piano Duets Selections for Music Conservatories(with demo CDs) and The Guide for Music
Standard Grade Examination Committee of China. SUN has not only been invited to act as a judge
but also give lectures and master classes at various competitions and music festivals in China.

In 2020, she organized numerous virtual and live concerts focused on the research of piano works
by JIANG Wenye, in collaboration with Professor PU Fang from the Musicology Department of
Central Conservatory of Music. This series of special events have drawn wide attention from the
music circles in China, earning high appraisals and enthusiasm.
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