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Frederic Rzewski (1938-2021)

The People United Will Never Be Defeated!
36 Variations on jEl pueblo unido jamds serd vencido!

Theme With determination

Variation 1 Weaving: delicate but firm

Variation 2 With firmness

Variation 3 Slightly slower, with expressive nuances

Variation 4 Marcato, with determination

Variation 5 Dreamlike, frozen

Variation 6 Same tempo as beginning

Variation 7 Tempo (Lightly, impatiently)

Variation 8 With agility; not too much pedal; crisp

Variation 9 Evenly

Variation 10 Comodo, recklessly

Variation 11 Tempo I. Like fragments of an absent melody - in strict time
Variation 12

Variation 13

Variation 14 A bit faster, optimistically

Variation 15 Flexible, like an improvisation

Variation 16 Same tempo as preceding, with fluctuations; much pedal

Variation 17 Left hand strictly. Right hand freely, roughly as in space
Variation 18
Variation 19 With energy

1:27
0:59
0:58
1:18
1:08
1:25
1:13
0:57
1:17
0:58
1:07
0:56
1:14
2:04
1:19
1:32
2:00
1:29
1:44
0:41



21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

Variation 20
Variation 21
Variation 22
Variation 23
Variation 24
Variation 25
Variation 26
Variation 27
Variation 28
Variation 29
Variation 30
Variation 31
Variation 32
Variation 33
Variation 34
Variation 35
Variation 36
Cadenza
Thema

Crisp, precise
Relentless, uncompromising

As fast as possible, with some rubato
With fluctuations

In a militant manner
Tenderly, and with a hopeful expression

With improvisation
Tempo |

Timing total 62:23
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0:37
0:52
0:46
0:26
2:44
2:11
1:13
5:38
1:29
0:34
2:49
0:59
0:59
1:20
1:09
1:.07
1:50
6:53
2:53
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A note on the music

Frederic Rzewski was one of the great mavericks amongst composers of
the recent past, creating a unique artistic identity with an intensely personal
creative voice. His sprawling 1975 masterpiece, The People United Will Never
Be Defeated!, is presented in this new recording by Bulgarian pianist Emanuil
lvanov.

This work is an enormous cycle of variations on the Chilean song
iEl pueblo unido jamds serd vencido! and represents a strong reaction to
the violent 1973 coup d’état in Chile. Characterized by a purposeful stylistic
eclecticism and powerful, raw emotional content, the piece also presents a
specific structural approach, implementing on a technical level the concept
of unification. The work also contains an improvisation slot for the performer,
right before the final restatement of the Theme.
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