
Putting a programme together for a 昀rst disc is a daunting task. A blank 
canvas! Where to begin? I decided on a piece that I have lived with and 
performed frequently since the beginning of my career: Beethoven’s An 
die ferne Geliebte. Beethoven’s word settings are constantly inspiring and 
revelatory. He creates colours with such intricate detail; portraying sighs, 
whispers and rushing streams with changes of rhythm, harmony and 
articulation. I wanted then to include Schubert. If I had to point to one 
single catalyst for my career, it would be winning the Schubert Prize at 
the 2015 Wigmore Hall Song Competition.

When Joseph and I began choosing Schubert songs a clear theme 
emerged: that of the physical and spiritual wanderer. As musicians we 
often 昀nd ourselves in inspiring places, but without the ones we love: 
distant beloveds are an occupational hazard and this programme 
explores that dilemma. Through Britten, Schubert, Beethoven and Mahler 
we discover how the mind wanders and how, through such musings, we 
attain the unattainable. Having moved to Germany a few months before 
recording this disc I identify all the more with its theme. Our task as musi-
cians is to always be open and honest, so that our experiences, emotions 
and thoughts can be shared and understood by our audience, whether 
in concert or on disc.

James Newby
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Benjamin Britten  
Two Folk Song Arrangements: 

I wonder as I wander · There’s none to soothe 

Franz Schubert 
Der Wanderer (D 489) · Der Wanderer (D 649) 

Auf der Donau · Im Freien · Abendstern  

Ludwig van Beethoven 
Adelaide · Maigesang · An die ferne Geliebte  

Gustav Mahler 
Zu Straßburg auf der Schanz’ · Revelge · Urlicht  

Benjamin Britten  
Three Folk Song Arrangements: 

At the mid hour of night · The last rose of summer · Sail on, sail on 

James Newby baritone 
Joseph Middleton piano 

TT: 75'26 
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I wonder as I wander
beethoven, schubert, mahler & britten

James Newby baritone
Joseph Middleton piano

This recording is a co-production  
with BBC Radio 3. James Newby is  

a member of BBC Radio 3’s  
New Generation Artists scheme.
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