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Image’ — the Latin word for image or porirait - only begins ko suggest the imaginative ond diverse musical worlds presented here by lialion
pionist and composer Moira Lo Bianco, The music floats efforlessty between the futhest reaches of harmonic possibility, melodic
development, and rhythmic impulse in characterhul perormances that span the perceived gop between writlen and unwritien music.

lo Bionco considers clossical music a remendous source of inspiralion — one thot is exciting and enriching outside the maditional contesa. It is
in this. spirit thot the album opens with pieces by Lovis Couperin — Prelude in D major — and Erik Salie — Viéritables préludes Rasques [pour un
chien] — the latter of which imagines moments in the life of o dog. These “unmeasured” compaositions, though waitten centuries apart, forego
traditional riwthmic notation and expression markings, respectively, allowing the performer to craft his or her own interpretation of the written
pitches.

lo Bianco later takes the Véritables préludes flasques and offers free form improvisations based upon them, parophrasing the originals and
creating originol melodies that shed new light on what has been heard. She olso interprets onother fomous Safie piece in Reimoginalion of
Gnassienne No. 4. Lo Bianco applies her inventive faculies lo far more recent works in Toxic/ Come As You Are and lady Gaga Dada [A
Bad Romance). The first, a rhythmic fantasia, combines the pop song populatized by Britney Spears with Mirvana's rock anthem, while the
latier, @ musical caricature of the hit ‘Bad Romance, reflects lady Goga's ransformational and ironic persona,

Lo Bianco's sources and influences ore even more widely varied however. Her original suite The Dancing Col uses “odd meters” o
electrifying effect, and draws upon the Middle-Eastern magamat to inform its modal harmonic heists. Her Gregorian Effects infroduces two
plainchant melodies as hllaby and senswous dance, and Bloom, Crange Tie was inspired by film scoring.

Situated at the heart of the album, Sketchbook is a series of piano miniatures that explore dilferent compasitional techniques much like visual
sketches represent an image with a few lines. "Friduccia’ and “Charlie’s odvenhwes’ are dedicated 1o Frida Khalo and Charlie Chaplin,
respactively, while ‘Piney's heart’ honors a friend of the composer. "Dear wilch’ is a musical poriait of Lo Bianca's mentor, heroine, ond piono
teacher Stephanie Tieman. The guesthouse' is inspired by the poetry of Rumi, and ‘A bystanderd” imagines the thought and feelings of a
witness 1o something unknown,

The album ends with Arve Pan's anquil yet lereboding Fiir Alina. The theme drifts along the keyboard with a mind of its own, expasing the
various harmonic spectra thot live in different areas of the pianc and directing the listener into their cwn imagination.
— Robert Hillinck



Moira Lo Bionco's approoch to music combines classical
piano with improvisation. Her study of classical piano
inspired a passion for J.5. Bach and Béla Bartok, who

have both greally influenced her, and she completed her

Bachelor of Arts with an ethnomusicology thesis on
Caolabrian tolk music and its traditions. She has also
studied film scoring under Oscar awardwinning compose
Luis Bacalov, and lurther pursued piano at Berklee College

of Music where she now sits on the piano faculty.

She has performed in prominent venues and festivals across
the United States and ltaly, and colloborated with many
noteworthy musicians. In 2013, she released her debut
album — Lunaria — featuring bass player Bruno Raberg and
drummer Marcello Pelliteri. She also started a workshop
series ‘Classical Chords — Impeovisation for Classical
Pianists,” which is indicative of her commitment to bring
classical music to unconventional venues and help new
generations of listeners understand and oppreciate its
influence Bn contemporary shles. Nominated for Jazz Artist
ol the Year atthe 2013 Boston Music Awards, Moira is a

Young Steinway Arfist ond o Steinway Educational Pariner.
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The young ltalion pianist/composer Moira Lo Bianco bridges centuries and dissolves musical boundaries.

This huuming and beautiful album makes the ancient madern and the modern timeless.
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