Rachmaninov’s final work — and the only one composed fully in the United States — was
the Symphonic Dances. It embraces jazz elements and ecstatic expressiveness and is both a
valediction and a summation of his creativity. The Isle of the Dead is a lamentation utilising a
variant of the Dies irae — it is a stirring, transformative work that begins and ends in stillness.
The early Caprice bohémien and Scherzo in D minor complete this programme of Leonard
Slatkin’s admired Rachmaninov recordings on Vox, heard here newly remastered from the VOX-NX-3042CD
original tapes.
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New 192 kHz / 24-bit high definition transfers of the original Elite Recordings analogue master tapes
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Recorded: 1979 [1]-[4][6] and October 1980 [5] at Powell Hall, St. Louis, Missouri, USA
Producers: Marc Aubort and Joanna Nickrenz ¢ Engineering: Elite Recordings
Tape transfers: Mike Clements ¢ Re-mastering engineer: Andrew Walton
Booklet notes: Richard Freed
Cover photograph: Iguazu Falls dramatic landscape, South America (www.istockphoto.com)
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