
As a performer this means that these pieces are both challenging and highly satisfying; full of individual 

lines that must weave and dance together in a perfect symbiosis, often doubling each other and some-

times breaking into triumphant homophony. To maintain the integrity of the part-writing is certainly easier 

when playing on instruments of Schumann’s time but the care required to do so on modern instruments 

perhaps encourages an even greater awareness of its beauty. This contrapuntal writing reaches its apogee 

in the Canonic Studies which feature on our next disc – music that, rather like Bach’s, defies instrumenta-

tion but where the content or purity of each note is so distilled as to not require any extra colour.

Simon Crawford-Phillips

A Counterpoint
Robert Schumann’s instrument, which he shared with his wife Clara, was the piano: Clara, a carefully 

nurtured child prodigy and Robert, a self-taught talent whose pianism was a result of his constant 

improvisation at the keyboard. The myriad of wonderful piano miniatures and lieder are perfect examples 

of Robert’s ability to compose music that feels at once impulsive and perfectly formed. These two ele-

ments of heartfelt spontaneity and carefully considered structure co-exist in all of his chamber music for 

piano and strings. Robert and Clara’s daily study of Bach’s Preludes and Fugues fuelled their fascination 

for counterpoint and the craft seems to have entered Robert’s composition as if through osmosis. The 

trios are filled to capacity with imitative writing, sometimes conspicuously so but often subtly as if on a 

subconscious level.
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