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Our Neighbors EP begins with Ernst 
Bloch’s Prayer. Bloch originally 
composed his Prayer for cello and 
piano in 1924 as part of a three 
movement suite of pieces, From 
Jewish Life. However, for this 
arrangement now called Neighbors: 
A Prayer the violin line joins the 
cello in solidarity, the choir replaces 
the wordless piano, transforming 
the accompaniment into the 
harmonious incantation of a 
congregation.

About the new arrangement, Luna 
Pearl Woolf and David Van Taylor 
write, “As the title suggests, Bloch’s 
Prayer evokes a fervent, needful 
plea. In this arrangement Woolf 



and Van Taylor weave the words 
of Minneapolis anti-ICE resistors 
into a test of urgent supplication—
not to some higher power, but to 
the community itself. The choir 
modulates from questioning and 
despair to resolve.”

Weeks after the occupation of 
Minneapolis by ICE, my colleague 
and Director of Choral Activities 
at the University of Minnesota 
Twin Cities, Matthew Mehaffey, 
contacted Stephanie Arado and 
me about a newly composed piece 
I Am Spirit by former Minnesota 
resident David C. Dickau. David 
writes, “I am writing about a piece 
I have just completed that speaks 
to the times in which we find 
ourselves. I was inspired to send 
this to you after the ICE shootings 
in Minneapolis and Portland…
This piece is scored for violin, cello, 
soprano solo, and SATB chorus. I 
am sending this on the chance that 
you may wish to program it given 
what has been happening in the 
world.” With a text by Euan Tait, a 



jazzy groove is established in the 
plucked cello and improvisatory 
violin lines, as the choir sings the 
spirit of the Minneapolis resistance.

In between the two choral works, a 
choir of 12 cellists comes together 
for Julius Klengel’s wordless 
Hymnus. Klengel (1859-1933) was 
the principal cellist of the Leipzig 
Gewandhaus Orchestra, a teacher 
of legendary cellists Emmanuel 
Feuermann, Gregor Piatigorsky, 
and other notables, and a prolific 
composer. I am joined for this 
solemn and richly orchestrated 
hymn from 1920 by my students 
at the School of Music at the 
University of Minnesota Twin Cities.



As I reflect on the last months, 
living in Minneapolis, I am struck 
by the power of community to 
overcome extreme adversity. 
Who could have imagined that 
in the land of the free, our own 
government would shoot her own 
people in cold blood in the name of 
a crackdown on illegal immigrants? 
Our neighbors, Alex Pretti and 
Renée Good, were murdered while 
exercising their Constitutional right 
to free speech and the right to 
protest in peace.

Our neighbors could have cowered 
in intimidation and fear. Instead 
the community rose together in 
resistance. In the dead of winter, 
thousands filled the streets, 
bridges, parks and monuments 
in protest. I walked past parents 
quietly standing guard at 
preschools and elementary schools. 
ICE Out and other banners popped 
up in most home windows.
Local businesses, restaurants, and 
coffee shops forbid ICE on their 
premises, protecting the lives of 



many in our immigrant community. 
As a new Twin Cities resident, I am 
proud and inspired to be here. The 
awesome display of bravery gives 
me courage and hope for the future 
of our American experiment.

We offer the three tracks on this 
EP – Bloch/Woolf/Van Taylor’s 
Neighbors: A Prayer, Julius Klengel’s 
Hymnus, and Dickau/Tait’s I Am 
Spirit – in gratitude to the people 
of Minneapolis and Saint Paul for 
shining light on what it means to 
stand up for love of all, embracing 
our shared human dignity. 
Neighbors, you have shown the 
world that “no one will save us, but 
us.”

Matt Haimovitz
Minneapolis, MN
May 9, 2026



TEXTS

Neighbors: A Prayer

Neighbors,
Neighbors,
The time is now.
Neighbors,
Neighbors,
What now?
What now?
What can we do?

For those they’d take
What can we do?
For those they slay
What will we do?

Neighbors,
What now?
Neighbors.

Save them
Save us
Save them
Save us
Who will save them?
Who will save?

Save us
Save them



Save us
Save them
Who will save us?
Who will save?

Show up
Show up
Just show up!

Neighbors,
Neighbors,
The time is now

No time to be safe

The time is now
Time
To be brave
To be brave

Be brave
Be brave
Be brave

Show up
Now

No one will save us but us

David Van Taylor, based on the words 
of Minneapolis activists



I Am Spirit

I am spirit, its crackle when love 
awakens it.
I am spirit, nerve ends lit up with the 
ferocity of your dignity.
I am spirit, fizzing when love infuses it.

My heart is pierced, with suffering:
Child, I do not forget you!
Child, I do not reject you!
Child, I do not hate you!
Who told us so?

I met you on the edge of chance; your 
glance bled
Your suffering, your name,
More than the margin of my 
forgetting city,
But living, remembered, the center of 
me.

I am spirit, whose love awakens,
Whose love infuses the center of me. 

Euan Tait
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