
I’ve always found the sound world created by the violin and guitar particularly 
intimate and beautiful, allowing for a broad range of tonal and interpretive 
expressivity. 

Paganini was not only an incredible violinist but also an accomplished guitar-
ist. He wrote many works for the two instruments together, mostly intended for 
private performances. This is perhaps why his music for this instrumentation 
seems to reveal a side more personal and tender than his public image as 
the demonic virtuoso. It is said that women swooned and fainted at the sheer 
beauty of his lyrical playing! 

Among Paganini’s most notable violinist-composer forerunners are Corelli, 
Vivaldi, and Locatelli, who were greatly influential in furthering the prominence 
of the violin, as well as developing its technique into Paganini’s time. 
Meanwhile, the guitar hadn’t yet developed into the instrument we know 
today. Its 5-string predecessor was most likely employed within the accompa-
nying basso continuo section, alongside other instruments providing the bass 
line. 

Since the arrival of the modern guitar, whose added 6th string offers the player 
a wider range of notes, it can now perform as an independent basso continuo 
instrument, as in the present adaptations by Ismo Eskelinen. 
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                 Antonio Vivaldi (1678—1741)  
     1—4 )     Sonata No. 2 in A major from 12 Sonatas, Op. 2           7'50 

                 Pietro Locatelli (1695—1764) 
     5—8 )     Sonata No. 12 in D minor                                           14'50 
                 from 12 Sonate da camera, Op. 6 

                 Niccolò Paganini (1782—1840)  
  9—11 )     Sonata No. 1 from Centone di Sonate, MS 112                  8'34 
12—13 )     Sonata No. 1 from Six Sonatas, Op. 2                                 5'13 
        14 )     Variazioni di bravura on Caprice No. 24                         5'35 

                 Arcangelo Corelli (1653—1713)  
15—33 )     Sonata No. 12 in D minor, ’La Follia’                         9'11 
                 from 12 Sonatas, Op. 5 

                 Niccolò Paganini  
34—35 )     Romance and Andantino variato                               7'36 
                 from Grand Sonata in A major, MS 3 
        36 )    Il carnevale di Venezia, Op. 10                                       7'36 

                                                                                                                        TT: 67'30 

               Karen Gomyo violin · Ismo Eskelinen guitar
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