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New Song, Ancient Voices

Gudrrin's Fourth Song is inspired by and based on the heroic poems of the old Icelandic

Edda,from which the entire iibretto is derived. Nonetheless, this libretto is a new text in

the same way that a collage is a new work of art, because it combines into a single whoie

related but disparate fragments from independent poems. In effect the composer follows in

the footsteps of the Edda poets themselves, who with each poem certainly created a new

and independent meaning from earlier material. This sense is reinforced by the title of the

work, Gudrtin's Fourth Song, with its direct allusion to the three ancient Lays associated

with Gu6rrin Gjrikad6ttir.
The Edda poems constitute one of the two main branches of ancient Icelandic poetry;

the other is the tradition of court poetry or skaldic verse. In their present form the Edda

poems are largely preserved in a single manuscript, the Codex Regis dating from around

1270, which is probably a copy of other manuscripts. For a long time it was believed that

the collection was written or compiled by the eleventh-century clergyman Semundur the

wise, and it was referred to as the semundar-Edda by analogy with the snorra-Edda, the

prose retelling of ancient myths and legends by Snorri Sturluson. Subsequently, the poetly

itself became known as the Poetic Edda or Edda poems. The poems are diverse in charac-

ter and doubtless date from different periods in their extant forms. Besides being literary

masterpieces, they are also invaluable sources of information about the ancient cosmogony

and world of legends.
In terms of subject matter, the Edda poems form two distinct groups, although they are

merged into a single whole in the Codex Regis. The first part of the manuscript contains

mythological poems about the ancient gods of heathendom, opening with two of the best-

known poems, Vdluspti (The Vision) and Hdvamdl (The Sayings of the High One, i.e.

Odin). The second part contains heroic legends, depicting mortal characters, although

sometimes possessed ofsupernatural qualities, whose fates are human and often tragic.
The heroic poems of the Codex Regis can be divided into three parallel cycles, accord-

ing to their subjects. In the central cycle, the protagonists are Sigur6ur F6fnisbani (Sigur6ur
the Serpent-slayer); the two women in his l i fc, Brynhi ldur Bu6lad6tt ir  and Gudrun

Gjukad6ttir; Gu6nin's brothers Gunnar and Htigni; and Brynhildur's brother Atli (the



historical Attila the Hun). Preceding this great cycle are the 'Lays of Helgi', which are only
loosely linked with the others. and in the third section are verses loosely associated with
KingJormundrekur. in which the main characters are Gudnin Gjrikad6ttir and her sons.

The overlapping action of the heroic poems is above all an attempt by the compiler or
editor of the Codex Rcgis to organize diverse matcrial originating tiom the same legendary
world, ignore inconsistencies between individual pocms and bridge hiatuses in them with
prose recensions.  Some scholars have suggested that  the rvr i ter  of  the manuscr ipt  a lso
omitted verses in some places to avoid repetition. ir..aturally. the writers of Gudrun's Fourth
Sozg could take their editing much farther. cut down the verses as they pleased and re-
arrange them as they saw fit. In the stage lersion a recited text was used to link thr: sung
liagments from the heroic poems, improvised fiom their plot to create a consistent story.
The recited pieces are not included in the recorded version, so that we fbllow Gudrin's
story in jumps and starts. . . But this is preciselv the elfect of the Edda poems themselves,
whether or not they have come down to us in ir corrupt lbrm or this was simply the taste of
the people who originally delivered them 

@ Jon Hartur steJtinsson I99g

Jon Hallur Steftinsson works on progranning at the Cultural Department of the lcelandic
National Broadcasting Service. He is ulso o ltublished poet, translator ancl literary ct itic.

Plot Summary

Prologue

Gudrtn Giikad6ttir is a young girl, the daughter of Grimhild and sister of Gunnar, Hirgni
and Guttorm. She recalls her happy youth in the bosom of her family.

Sigurdur's Journey
After slaying the serpent Fiifnir and winning its renowned hoard of gold, Sigurdur rvades
the mysterious wall of flame that surrounds and protccts the valkyrie Brvnhildur. He wins
her heart  and they are pledged to each other.  But  Gjr ik i 's  sons wai t  for  Sigur6ur vn, i th
another fate in mind. He is supposed to marrv their sister Gudrin.



Brynhildur
Sigurdur has taken an oath of sworn brotherhood with the brothers Gunnar and Hcigni, and

married Gu6run. He then helps Gunnar to win Brynhi ldur's hand by shape-changing.

lending him his own body so that he can pass through the flame.

The Wedding Night
Brl,nhi ldur knows that she has been deceived. Ruing her late, she demands that her

husband Gunnar should slay Sigurdur, the man she 1oves, or have him killed. Eventually

Gunnar agrees and it is Guttorm, the brother olGunnar and Hogni, rvho allows himself to

be tr icked into ki l l ing Sigur6ur.

Gudrirn's Grief
The youngest brother, who is not bound by the oath of sworn brotherhood, has slain

Sigur6ur. Having seen her plan fulfilled, Brynhildur takes her own lif-e. Gudrrin is crazed

with sorrow, i lccuses her brothers and praises Sigurdur in her First Lament. The f irst

episode of her tragic life is over and she departs.

The Messenger
Atli, Brynhildur's brother. blames Gunnar for her death and seeks to avenge her. In the

hope of keeping the peace, Grimhild calls Gu6run home and persuades her to marry Atli.

Gudrin and Atli havc two sons. But Atli is still preoccupied with revenge and he also

covets the gold that Gjriki's sons inherited from Sigur6ur. Atli's messenger, Kndfiijdur,

visits Gunnar and H6gni to invitc them to Atli's court.

Dreams
The brothers decide to accept the invitat icln, ignoring the admonit ions of thgir wivcs.

Glaumvcir, Gunnar's second wife, and Kostbera, Hcigni's wife. sutfer bad dreams the night

before they leave. In this section these dreams are interwoven rvith Atli's own dreams of

the murder of his sons, who in this nightmare vision sing the words they will later repeat to

their mother:
Who will her children sac:riJice...



The Trap
Despite these evil forebodings, Gunnar and Hcigni set ofr. They walk into a trap that their
brother-in-law Atli has laid fbr them. Htigni kills rhe treacherous Kn6fici6ur.

Hiigni's Death
At l i  of f 'ers to spare the brothers,  l ives i f  thev hand over Sigurdur,s gold.  They refuse.
Hdgni  is  k i l led f i rs t ,  by having his hearr  cur f rom his breast .

Gunnar's Death
Gunnar is  thrown into a p i t  fu l l  of  poisonous snakes.  He t r ies to lu l l  them to s leeo bv
playing the harp, but in vain, because one of the snakes remains awake and kills him.
The Feast
Atli recalls his troubled dreams, by which time Gudnin has committed her atrocious acr rcr
avenge Gunnar and Hogni: she has murdered her own sons, made bowls from their skulls
and made their  lather At l i  dr ink mead mixed * i th the boys'  b lood f iom them. and eat  their
roasted hearts.

Exodus

Gu6nin recounts the tragic events of her lile and mourns her fate. And with good reason,
since in the meantime she has lost the daushter she had by Sigurdur, and sent her sons by
her third husband on a suicidal mission tLl avenge her hall'-sister, her daughter Svanhild
and Sigurdur, although the Fourth song onlv brieflv alludes to this closing episode in the
heroine's l i fe.

Haukur T6masson studied composi t ion in h is nat ive c i ty  of  Reykjavik and then in
cologne, Amsterdam, and at the universitv of Califbrnia, San Diego. Among his composi-
tion teachers were Forkell Sigurbjornsson, Atli Heimir Sveinsson. Ton de Leeuw, Roger
Reynolds and Br ian Ferneyhough. Bcsides a large bodv of  chamber music,  Tcimasson's
work includes five orchestral pieces, two concertos ancl pieces for the theatre. T6masson
has received numerous commissions and his music is widelv perfbrmed. His composirion
spirall was nominated for the Nordic council's Music prize in 1995 and his orchestral



piece slrarlwon the Icelandic National Broadcasting System Music Prize in 1993. Other

prizes include the 1996 Broste optimistic Prize and the 1998 Icelandic Music Award for

Gudruns 1. sanpi.

The caput Ensemble was formed in 1987 by a group of enthusiastic young Icelandic

musicians with the aim of performing and commissioning new music. caput consists of

some 25 plavers, most of them resident in Iceland. Since its foundation, caput has been a

strong foice in Icelandic cultural life and has also taken an active part in the new music

scene in Europe. appearing at major festivals Caput receives regular support from the Ice-

landic governmeniand from the city ofReykjavik, but is a fully independent ensemble.

christian Eggen was born in Norway in 1957 and made his d6but as a pianist in 1973. He

is a compusei of symphonic and chamber music and he made his international break-

through as a conductor at the 1990 ISCM World Music Days in oslo. He has since

appeai"d at concerts and f'estivals all over the world. Regarded as one of Scandinavia's

leading conductors of contemporary music, he has worked with such eminent composers

as Helmuth Lachenmann, Iannis Xenakis, John Cage, James Dillon and Witold Lutoslaw-

ski. christian Eggen has played an important r6le in Norwegian music life through his

work with Cikada and the Oslo Sinfonietta, both as a conductor and artistic director'
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Nj'r siingur, fornar raddir

Hetjukvaedi Etldtt eru kveikjan og grunnurinn a6 Fi'rda s6ng Gudrilnar og rir peim er

allui songtexti verksins f'enginn. Samt er sf texti nyr il sama h6tt og klippimynd er ny, pvi i

honum eru felld saman i eina heild brot [r sj6lfstie6um kvre6um, tengdum en 6samkvemum'

Fad mi segja ad hofundar verksins feti med pessu i f6tspor skiildanna sem ortu eddukvadin,

pvi i hverf,r kvae6i er vissulega veri6 ad skapa nj'ja og sjdlfsta6a merkingu rir giimlum

"fniuiOi. 
Undir pennan ski lning i t i r  heit i6 Fi6rdi si tngur Gudri lnar. sem hefur beina

tilvisun til kvi6anna priggia sem vi6 Gudrunu Gjrikad6ttur eru kenndar'

Eddukvedi mynda adra al tveimur hdfudgreinum fornnorilns kvedskapar ii islensku,

hin greinin er drcittkve6ahefdin. Fau eru fyrst og fremst vardveitt i einu handriti, svokalla6ri

Konungsbcik eddukveda, frd pvi um 1270, en liklega er hfn efiirrit annarra handrita. Lengi

vel tri6u menn pvi ad ritari e6a safnari peirrar b6kar hefdi verid Samundur lr6di i Odda,

og nefndu b6kina Samundar-Eddu til samramis vi6 Snorra-Eddu Snorra Sturlusonar. I

fr"amhaldi af pvi var pessi kvedskapur kalladur eddukvedi. Kvedin sjrilf eru 6lik i s6r og

6n efa misgcimul i peim gerdum sem var6veist hafa. Fyrir utan ad vera b6kmenntalegir

djrrgripir eru pau 6metanlegar heimildir um evaforna heimsmynd og sagnaheim.

ifni eddukve6a er aftvcnnum toga, p6tt allt s6 fellt saman i eina heild i Konungsbcikinni.

Fyrri hluti handritsins helur ad geyma go6akvadi um hina fornu gu6i heidninnar, fremst

sianda tvr i  pekktustu eddukvndin, Vdluspf og H6vamri l .  i  seinni hluta r i tsins standa

hetjulj66in, perscinur peirra eru dau6legar manneskjur, stundum geddar yfirniittirrulegum

eiginleikum en orl6g peirra eru mannleg og ofiast harmraen.

Hetjukvedum Konungsb6kar md skipta eftir efni i prjdr samstie6ar syrpur. I mi6hlutanum

eru kvie6i par sem i a6alhlutverkum eru Sigurdur Fdfnisbani, konurnar tviBr i lifi hans,

Brynhildur Bu6lad6ttir og Gudnin Gjrikad6ttir, bree6ur Gudrfnar: Gunnar og Hcigni. og

Atli brcidir Brynhildar. A undan peim mikla bdlki fara Helgakvidurnar svoktjllu6u, sem

tengjast ii6urnefndum kvirdum ekki nema lauslega; sidast koma kvre6i tengd Jormundreki

konungi, par sem a6alpersonurnar eru Gudnln Gjrlkad6ttir og synir hennar'

Sameiginleg atburdarils hetjukvredanna er fyrst og fremst tilraun ritara e6a ritstj6ra

Konungsb6karinnar t i l  ad koma skipulagi i i  margvislegt efni ur sama sagnaheimi, l i ta

framhjr i  6samkvamni kve6anna og brira gloppurnar mil l i  peirra i  lausu m61i. Sumir



fiiedimenn gera pvi sk6na a6 hann hafi lika fellt burt visur f, sumum stddum til a6 ibrdast
endurtekningar. Hofundar Fj6rda s6ngs Gudrtirutr gdtu vitanlega gengid miklu lengra i
sinni ritstyringu, klippt nidur kvrdi a6 vild og rada6 peim eftir pvi sem peim slindist. i
svidsverkinu var leiktexti l6tinn brria bilin milli sunginna brota rir hetjukvirdunum, sii texti
er fr jalslega spunnin [r efnividi kvadanna svo utkoman verdi saga sem er sj i i l f r i  sdr
samkvrem. Leiknu kaflarnir eru ekki med i peirri ger6 sem hdr er hljr5dritud, pannig a6 vid
lylgjum sogu Gudninar med gloppum e6a stokkum. En einmitt  pannig eru hetjukvadi
Eddu i6ulega sjrilf, hvort sem pad sratar af slemri 'ardveislu e6a smekk peirra sem me6
kvredin f6ru 

@Jon Hallur stefiinsson l99g

J6n Hallur Steftittssort er dogskrdrgerdarnndur hjd menningardeild Rikistin-arpsirrs. Auk
pess hefur hctnn m.s. J'engist vid lj6dogerd, ptdittgur og b6kmenntagagnryarti.

Siigup16durinn
P16l6g
Gu6r[n Gjrikad6ttir er ung strilka, d6ttir Grimhildar, systir Gunnars, H6gna og Guttorms.
Htn minnist hamingjusamrar zesku i  fa6mi l  j i i lskvldunnar.

Fiir Sigurdar
Sigurdur hefur unnid ii drekanum Fiifni og r&nt hann gullinu frega; sidan hefur hann va6i6
hinn dularful la vafurloga sem umlykur og verndar valkvrjuna Brynhi ldi.  Hann hefur unnid
hjarta hennar og pau tilheyra hvort ddru. En synir Gjfka bida Sigurdar me6 annad i huga.
Honum er retla6 ad giftast Gu6rinu systur peirra.

Brynhildur
Sigurdur hefur svarist i  f<istbrcdralag med bradrunum Gunnari og Hogna og kvienst
Gudrfnu. Sigurdur hjdlpar Gunnari ad vinna Brynhildi me6 pvi a6 hafa hamskipti vi6 hann,
liina honum likama sinn til ad hann komist gegnum vafurlogann.

Brirdkaupsn6ttin
Brynhildur veit  ad hi ln helur verid svikin. Hrin harmar hlutskipt i  si t t  og heimtar af Gunnari

l l



eiginmanni sinum ad hann drepi e6a l6ti drepa Sigur6, manninn sem hun elskar. A endanum

t'eilst Gunnar i petta og sii sem lrtur ginnast til a6 ad myrda Sigur6 er Guttormur br66ir

Gunnars og Hogna.

Fyrra tregr6f
Yngsti brOdirlnn, irbunclinn af f<jstbrr6ralaginu, hefur myrt Sigurd. Eftir ad :rtlunarverk

hennar hefur tekist stvttir Brynhildur s6r aldur. Gudnin er orvilnud af sorg, fsakar breOur

sina og lofsvngur Sigurd i fyrra tregr6fi sinu. Fyrsta hlutanum af hinu hrikalega lifshlaupi

hennar er lokid og hrin hverfur 6 braut.

Sendibodinn
Atli, br6dir Brynhildar, kennir Gunnari um dau6a hennar og vill helna sin. I von um ad

halda fridinn kallar Grimhildur Gudrtnu heim og firr hana til a6 gifiast Atla. pau Gudrun

og Atli eignast saman tvo syni. En Atli er enn i hefndarhug og hann hefur lika augastad ii

gullinu sem Gjrikungar hafa frri Sigurdi. Sendibodi Atla Kn6fiodul kemur til Gunnars og

Hdgna til a6 bj6da peim i heims6kn til hirdar Atla.

Draumar
Braedurnir 6kveda ad piggja bodid prdtt fyr ir  advaranir eiginkvenna sinna. Glaumvoru,

seinni konu Gunnars gg Kostberu, konu Hogna, dreymir illa n6ttina lyrir brottfdr peirra.

Saman vi6 pd drauma cr i  pessum kafla slungid draumlbrum Atla, sem dreymir lyr ir

mordinu I sonum sinum, en peir syngja i pessari martradarvitrun o16 sem peir eiga eftir ad

segja vi6 m6dur sina:
Bl6t sem vill bdrnum...

Gildran
Frdtt fyrir illa forbo6a leggia Gunnar og Hcigni af sta6. Feir ganga i gildru sem Atli mtgul

peirra hefur bti6 peim. Hdgni drepur svikarann Kn6frod.

Daudi Hiigna
Atli blfdur briedrunum lif ef peir liiti af hendi gul1i6 Sigurdarnaut. Feir hafna pvi hodi.

Hdgni er drepinn fyrst, 6 pann h6tt ad hjartad er skori6 rir brj6stinu 6 honum.



Daudi Gunnars
Gunnari er hins vegar varpad i grvfju med eitrudum ormum. Hann reynir ad sv:efa dyrin
med hdrpuleik, en pad kemur f1'rir ekki. ein eiturnadran vakir og verdur honum ad bana.
Veislan
Nf rifiar Atli upp slaemar draumlarir sinar. en pii er Gudrrin briin ad fremja sinn vodalega
verkna6 til ad hefna Gunnars og Hogna: hrin hefur mvrt syni sina, brji6 til drykkjarker rlr
hcif6udskeljum peirra, og 16ti6 Atla fd6ur peirra drekka mjcid blandinn bl66i drengjanna og
eta hjcirtu peirra steikt.

Sidara tregr6f
i lokatregrci{i sfnu telur Gu6rin upp harmsefni lifsins og syrgir hlutskipti sitt. Hrin hefur
fulla iisteedu til pvi i millitidinni hefur htn misst d6ttur sina og Sigurdar, og sent eftirlifandi
syni sina og pri6ja eiginmann.s sins i sjiilfsmordsfor til ad hefna hiilfsystur sinnar, Svanhildar
d<jttur hennar og Sigurdar. A petta seinasta criskeid kvenhedunnar er r6tt taept i Fj6rda
scingnum og pvi dparfi ad rekja frekar efni peirra cddukvrc6a sem um pa6 fjalta.

Hauku r  T6masson  (Reyk jav i k  1960 )  s t undad i  t t i n l i s t a rn i im  i  Reyk jav i k ,  Kc i l n ,
Amsterdam og v i6 Kal i forniuhfsk6la i  San Diego.  Medal  t6nsmidakennara hans voru
Forkell Sigurbj6rnsson, Atli Heimir Sveinsson, Ton de Leeuw, Roger Reynolds og Brian
Ferneyhough. Flest verka Hauks eru samin f,r,rir caput h6pinn en einnig hefur hann sami6
-5 hl j6msvei tarverk,  2 e in le ikskonserta,  k6rtonl is t  og t6nl is tar le ikhtsverk.  Haukur hefur
fengid pantanir  f r i i  Sinf6niuhl jomsvei t  is lands,  tonl is tarhi t i6 inni  Haust id i  Vars i t i ,
Bldsarakvintett Reykjavikur, Sumart6nleikum i Skalholti, Gogmagogs, STEFi, Listahritid i
Reyk jav i k  og  H6sk6 lak6 rnum.  Fy r i r  ve r k i 6  sp i r a l  va r  hc j f undu r i nn  t i l ne fndu r  t i l
t6nlistarverdlaun:r Nordurlandardds 1996. Hljcimsveitarverki6 .Srrari sigra6i i T6nvakanum,
tc inskr i ldakeppni  r ik is t i tvarpsins 1993. Haukur h laut  b jar tsynisverdlaun Brcistes 1996.
Menningarverdlaun DV fyrir tonlist l9a$ 1rg Islensku toniistarverdlaunin 1998 fvrir Fj|rila
sdnc Gudrirnr.



caput var stofnad hrid 19u7 af ungum og kappsful lum t6nl istarmdnnum. Asetnrngur

caput hefur frii ondverdu verid a6 flytja njja t6nlist og hvetja til nyskopunar e tcinlistarsvidi'

u.otimir Caput eru u'p b 25 og koma irr hinum 1'msu geirum t6nlistar' flestir eru.btsettir

i islandi en nokkrir brla og starfa i Evr6pu. Frd upphafi hefur Caput gcgnt mikilvegu

hlutverki i  is lensku mennrngarl i f i  en einnig teki6 virkan pri t t  i  t6nl istarl i f i  meginlands

Evr6pu, ferdast vi6a um lontl ,  komid fram d virtum t6nl istarhl i t i6um s.s. Gulbenkian

hriti6inni i Lissabon 1997. Caput var tilnefnt til T6nlistarver6launa Nordurlandarlds 1 997'

Christian Eggen faddist i Noregi 6ri6 1957 og kom fyrst fram sem piantlleikari [ri6 1973'

Hann hefur simid t6nverk fyrir sinf'6niuhlj6msveit og kammerh6pa en vakti lyrst alpjcidlega

athygli fyrir hlj6msveitarstj6rn iiri6 1990 er hann kom fram 6 Alpj66legum t6nlistardcigum

ISCil4, i"Osl6. Si6an p[ hefur hann stj6rnad hlj6msveitum um allan heim og er nu talinn

me6al ferustu hl j6msveitarst j6ra i  Skandinaviu. Hann hefur unnid med {olda pekktra

tonskalda, svo sem; Helmut Lachenmann, Iannis Xenakis, John cage, James Dillon, og

Witold Lutoslawski. Christian Eggen hefur verid atkvr6amikill i norsku t6nlistarlifi br6i

sem pian6leikari, t6nskild. hljclmsveitastj6ri og listrann sti6rnandi h6pa eins og Cikada og

Os16 Sinfciniettu.
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Neuer Gesang, alte Stimmen

Gttdrtins L Gesung wurde durch die heroischen Dichtungen der altisliindisch'en Edda

inspiriert, auf \velchen das ganze Libretto basiert. Trotzdem ist dieses Libretto ein neuer

Teit. aul dieselbe Art wie eine Collage, die deswegen ein neues Kunstwerk ist, weil sie in

einer einzigen Einheit verwandte aber disparate Fragmente unabhlngiger Gedichte kombi-

niert. Der iomponist tritt in der Tat in die FuBstapfen der Eddadichter selbst, die mit jeder

Dichtung gerv iB aus f r t iherem Mater ia l  e inen neuen, unabhingigen Sinn schuf 'en.  Dies

rvird durch den Werktitel Gudrtins 1. Gesang noch verstiirkt, der sich direkt auf die drei

alten, mit Gudrun Girikad6ttir verbundenen Lieder bezieht'

Die Eddadichtungen sind einer cler beiden Hauptzweige der altisllindischen Pocsie; der

andere ist clie Traditicln der Hofpoesie oder des skaldischen Verses. In ihrer houtigen Form

liegen die Eddadichtungen im Prinzip ais ein einziges Manuskript vor. der Codex Regis

aus der Zeit um 1270, der vermutlich eine Kopie anderer Manuskripte ist. Lange glaubte

man, die Sammlung sei im 1 1. Jahrhundert vom Priester Stemundur dem weisen geschrie-

bcn oder zusammengestellt worden, und in Analogie mit dcr snorre-Eddtt wurde sie als

srcmLtndar-Edda bezeichnet,  e ine wiedererzzih lung in Prosa von al ten Mythen und

Legencien von Snorri Sturluson. Spiiter wurde die Poesie als Poetische Edda oder Edtla-

di ihtungen bekannt.  Die Dichtungen s ind unterschiedl ichen Charakters und stammen

zweif'elsohne aus verschiedenen Perioden. Sie sind nicht nur literarische Meisterwerkc,

sondern auch als Quellen ftir Inlbrmation iiber die alte Kosmogonie und Legendenwelt

von unschltzbarem Wert.

was den Inhalt betrifft, bilden die Eddadichtungen zwei deutliche Gruppen, obwohl sie

im Codex Regis zu einer einzigen Einheit verschmelzen. Der erste Teil des Manuskripts

enthiilt mythologische Dichtungen tiber die alten heidnischen Gdtter, beginnend mit zwei

der bekanntesten Dichtungen ,  vdluspt i  (Die v is ion) und Havamdl (Die Spr i iche des

Hohen. d.h. Odin). Der zweite Teil enthAlt heroische Legenden und schildert sterbliche

wesen, die allerdings manchmal iibernatiirliche Eigenschafien haben, und deren Schick-

sale menschlich und haufig tragisch sind.

Die heroischen Dichtungen im Codex Regis konnen in drei parallele Zyklen unterteilt

werden, dem Inhalt entsprechend. Im mittleren Zyklus sind die Protagonisten Sigurdur



Fiifhisbani (Sigurdur. der schrangentciter). die zwci Frauen rn seinem Leben, BrynhildurBfdlad6ttir und Gu6rrin Girikad6ttir, GudrLins Brtider Gunnar und Hogni, u"J'ery'"r.,ilau^
Bruder Atli (der historische Hunnenk.nig enira). vor diesem groBen Zykrus Iin<ien wirdie .,Helgis Lieder", die mit den anderen-nur in ins., Verbindung stehen, und im drittenTeil gibt cs verse, die mit Kcinig Jdrmundrekur lose verbunden sintl, in welchen Gu6.inGjfkad6ttir und ihre Scihne die Hauptpersonen sint1.

D ie  s i ch  i i be r schne idende  Hanc l r ung  dc r  he ro i schen  D i ch tungen  i s t  vo r  a l l em  e inversuch des Zusammenstellers des Coclei Re-gis. unterschiedliches Material aus derselbenLegendenwelt  zu organis ieren.  widerspr i ichl - ichkei ten zwischen einzelnen Gedichren zuiibersehen' und Liicken durch Prosenabschnittc zu iiberbriicken. Manche wissenschafiler
mernten,  der Schreiber des Manuskr ipts habe auch ste l lenweisc vene weggelasr.n,  u.wiederholungen zu vermeiden. Die Schreiber von Gndrtirts l. Ge.sartg konnten natiirlich
die Einr ichtungsarbei t  noch wei ter  t re iben;  s ie konnten die Verse nach Bel ieben k i i rzenund sie so arrangieren, wie sie es wollten. In der Biihnenfassung wurden die gasungenen
Fragmente der heroischen poeme durch einen rczi t ier ten' fext  verbunden, der aus derHandlung improvisiert wurde, um eine zusanrmenhlingende Geschichte zu schaffen. Die
Rezitation wurde bci der CD-Aufnahme gestrichen. .i duB 

"ui, 
Gudnins Geschichte mrtspriingen erleben. . Dies ist aber g.nnu ,ri. wirkung der Eddadichtungen selbst, ob sieuns nun in e iner entste l tcn Form i iber l ief 'er t  u,urdei .  oder ob es ganz einfach der Ge_schmack jener Menschen war, die sie urspriinglich lcrtigten.

@ Jdn Hallur Ste.ftinsson I99g

Inhalt
Prolog
Gudnln Gjtkadcitt i r  ist ein junges Miidchen, Tochter von Grimhild und Schwestcr von

9_:lll' 
Hcigni und cuttorm. Im Scho8e ihrer Familie erinnert sie sich an ihre griickriche

JUgeno.



Sigurdurs Reise
Nachdemerd ieSch langeF6tn i re rsch lagenund ihrenber i . ihmtenGoldschatzgewonnen
hatte,schreitetSiguri lurdurchdiemystischeFlammenwand,diedieWalki ireBrynhildurum.
gibt und schiitzt. L,r gewrnnr ihr Heiz, und sie schwclren sich Treue. Girlkis Sohne erwarten

abersigurourinanderenc.aont.n.Eswirderwartet,daBerihreSchwesterGu6runheiratet.

Brynhildur
;ilil hat mit den Brtidern Gunnar und Hdgni Briiderschaft gcschworen und Gudrun

g."frJr",., Er hilft clann Gunnar, Brynhildurs Hand zu gewinnen' indem er ihm sernen

!rg.n.n fotp.t lciht. damit Gunnar durch die Flammen dringen kann'

Die Hochzeitsnacht
Brynh i ldurwe iB.da lss icget l iusch tworden is t .S ieverw i insch t ih rSch icksa lundver langt ,
daB ihr Catte Gunnur stgu,6u"dtn Munn, den sie liebt' erschlagen oder toten-la-ssen soil'

Sch l ieB l ichwi l l ig tGunnar . in , ,unaes is tGut to rm,derBrudervonGunnarundH6gn i ,der
dazu iiberlistet wird, Sigurdur zu t6ten'

Gudritns Trauer
Der jiingste Brucler, der nrcht durch den Eid der geschworenen Briiderschaft gebunden ist'

l ra tS igurdurersch lagen,NachdemihrP laner f i j l l tworden is t "n immts ichBrynh i ldurdas
Leben. Gu6rin, *uhnrtnn,g vor Gram, klagt ihre Brtider an und riihmt Sigurdur in ihrem

ersten Klagegesang. Die erie Episode ihreslragischen I-ebens ist vorbei, und sie geht weg'

Der Bote
Brynh i ldursBruderAt l rw i r f tGunnar ih renToc lvorundwi l l s ie r i i chen. InderHof fnung,
denFr ie r lenauf rech tzuerha l ten , ru f iGr imh i ldGu6runnachHauseundt iber redets ie ,A t l i
zuhe i ra ten .Gudr r lnunc lA t l ibekommenzweiSohne.AberAt l idenk tnachwievorand ie
R a c h e , u n < i e r b e g e h r t u u . h d u ' G o l d , d a s G j i k i s S i i h n e v o n S i g u r 6 u r e r b t e n A t l i s B o t e
Kn6fro6ur besucht Gunnar und Hogni, um sie zu Atlis Hof einzuladen'

Triiume
Die Bri ider beschl ielSen, die Einladung anzunehmen' ohne auf die Ermahnungen ihrer

Frauen zu hriren. Glaumvor, Gunnars zrieite Frau, und Kostbera, Hognis Frau, haben Alp-



tr:iume in der Nacht bevor sie losziehen. In diesem Teil vermengen sich die Triiume mir
Atl is eigenen Tri iumen von der Ermordung seiner Sohne, die in diesem Alptraum die
Worte singen, die sie spiiter ihrer Mutter wiederholen werden:
Wer wird iltre Kinder opfern...

Die Falle
Trotz dieser bdsen Vorahnungen begeben sich Gunnar und Hogni auf den weg. Sie gehen
in eine Fal le, die ihnen ihr Schw-ager Atl i  seserzr hat. H6gni tdtet den veir i i ter ischen
Kn6fici6ur.

Hiignis Tod
Atli bietet an, den Briidern das Leben zu schenken. wenn sie ihm Sigurdurs Gold geben.
Sie weigern sich. Hogni wird als Erster getotet. indem ihm das Herz aus der Brust ge-
schnitten wird.

Gunnars Tod
Gunnar wird in eine Grube voller Giftschlangen geworfen. Er versucht, sie durch sein
Harfenspiel einzuschliifern, aber vergeblich: eine cler Schlangen bleibt wach und t6tet ihn.
Das Fest
Atli erinnert sich an seine bcisen Triiume. rvzihrend Gudrun eine schreckliche Tat voltbracht
hat, um Gunnar und H6gni zu rdchen: sie hat ihre eigenen Sdhne ermordet, aus ihren
Schiideln TrinkgefiiBe gemacht, woraus sie de ren Vater Atli Met trinken lieB, mit dem Blut
der Jungen gemischt, dazu ihre gebratenen Herzen essend.
Exodus
Gudrfn erzi ihl t  die tragischen Ereignisse ihres Lebcns und beklagt ihr Schicksal _ mit
gutem Grunde, denn inzwischen hat sie die Tochter verloren, die sie von Sigurdur hatte.
Sie schickte auch die s6hne ihres dri t ten Gatten auf einen Selbstmordauft iae" um ihre
Hr lbschwester .  ih re  Tochter  svanh i ld  und S igurdur  zu  rdchen,  aber  der  v ie r ie  cerans
macht nur eine kurze Anspielung auf diese letzte Episode aus dem Leben der Heldin.



Haukur T6masson studierte Komposition in seiner Heimatstadt Reykjavik, dann in Koln'

Amsterdam, und an der university of california in San Diego. Zu seinen Kompositions-

lehrern gehorte Forkel l  Sigurbjo insson, At l i  Heimir  Sveinsson'  Ton de Leeuw' Roger

Re-vnold! und Brian F.rn.yhough. Neben zahlreichen Kammermusikwerken umfaBt sein

Schaffen fiinf orchesterstucke, Zwei Konzerte und Theaterstiicke. Haukur T6masson er-

h ie l t  v ie le Auf t r ige,  und seine Musik wirc l  v ie leror ts aufgel i ihr t .  Seine Komposi t ion

ip i ro l l  * r ra.  tg"gs t i i r  den Musikpreis des Nordischen Rates nominier t .  und sein

orchesterstiick srrcri erhielt 1993 den Musikpreis des Islzindischen Rundfunks' weitere

preise waren der Brdste optimistic Prize 7996 und der Isl:indische Musikpreis 1998 fiir

Gudrtins 1. Gesang.

D a s E n s e m b | e C a p u t n , u r d e l g 8 T v o n e i n e r S c h a r b e g e i s t e r t e l j u n g e r i s l h n d i s c h e r
Musiker gegriindet, mit dem Zweck, neue Musik aufzufiihren und in Auftrag zu geben'

caput teite"ht aus etwa 25 Spielern, von denen-die..meisten in Island leben. Seit seiner

Griindung ist caput eine bedeutenrle Kraft im isl2indischen Kulturleben, und es beteiligte

sich auch aktiv an der Szene der neuen Musik in Europa, indem es bei wichtigen Festivals

erschien. caput wird von der isliindischen Regierung und der Stadt Reykjavik regelmiiBig

gefcirdert, ist aber ein vollig unabhtingiges Ensemble'

christian Eggen wurde 1957 in Norwegen geboren und debtitierte 1973 als Pianist Er ist

Komponist rcn symphonischer Musik und Kammermusik; sein internationaler Durchbruch

als Dirigent erfoigtebei dcn weltmusiktagen der IGNM 1990 in oslo. Seither erschien er

bei Konzcrten und Festivals in aller welt. Als einer dcr fiihrenden skandinavischen Diri-

genten zeitgenossischer Musik angesehen arbeitete er mit eminenten Komponisten. wle

ilelmuth Lachenmann, Iannis Xenikis, John Cage, James Dillon und Witold Lutoslawski'

C h r i s t i a n E g g e n s p i e l t e i n e w i c h t i g e R o l l e i m n o r w e g i s c h e n M u s i k l e b e n d u r c h s e i n e
Arbei t  mi t  i ikaOa un.1 der Oslo Sinfbniet ta.  a ls Dir igent ,  aber auch als k i inst ler ischer

Leiter.



Dreams
Photo: c Tonas Bcrtel \cn



Chant nouveau, voix anciennes

Leq tu t t r i i t t r c ch t t t t t t l eGL f i r u t t s ' i n sp i r edespoemeshd ro iquesde ] - .Eddade lav i e i l l e
I s l a n d e d e l a q u e l l e l e l t v r e t e s t t i r 6 . Q u o i q u ' i l e n s o i t , c e l i v r e t e s t u n n o u v e a u t e x t e d e l a

mdme faqon qu'un collage est une nouveile ceuvre d'art parce qu'il combine en un seul

t ou t re l i dma i s t l i spa ra tec l es f r agmen tsdepodmes ind6pendan ts 'En fa i t , l e compos i t eu r

marche sur les t races des podt ls  mOmes de I 'Et l t la ,  podtes qui .  avec chaq.ue poeme,

cr6aient assurement un. ,rgnili.ution nouvelle et ind6pendante du mat6riel pr6cddent' ce

Senses t ren fo r c6pa r l e t i t r ede l , auv re , I eQ t ta t r i imechan tdeGt / . r t i t t ' a vecsona l l us i on
directe aux trois anciens lais associ6s ir Gu6rirn Gjukad6ttir'

Lespodmcsde | .Ed t ] acons t i t uen t l , unedesdeuxb ranchesp r i nc i pa lesde l ' anc i enne
p o 6 s i e i s l a n d a i s e l l ' a u t r e e s t l a t r a d i t i o n d e l a p o 6 s i e d e c o u r o u d e v e r s d e s s c a l d e s . D a n s

leu r f o rmep resen te , l espoemesde i - 'E fu l ason t l a rgemen tp r6se rv6sdansunseu lmanusc r i t ,
l eCodexReg i sda tan t c l ' env i r on l2T0 ,qu ies tp robab lemen tunecop ied ' au t resmanusc r i t s .

onac rupendan t l ong tempsque laco l l ec t i on6 ta i t - dc r i t e . o .ucomp i l 6epa r l ep f c t l edu l l e

sidcle Semundur le Sage et on en parle comme de l'Edda de Semtutdur par analogie a

1 'E fu l adeSno r ra , | ap rose racon tan tdesanc iensmy these t l i gendesdesno r r iS tu r l uson .

Par 1a sui te,  la po6sie e l le-m0me devint  connue comme l 'Er1da podt ique ou les poimes

d,Eclda'Les podmes sont de caractdres vari6s et il ne lait pas de doute qu'ils datent de p6-

r iodesdi f f6rentesdansleursformesexistantes.Enplusd.Otrecleschefs-d,ceuvrel i t t6rai res,
ils sont aussi d'inestimables sources d'inlbrmation sul I'ancienne cosmogonie et le monde

des 16gendes.
En termes de sujet, les podmes de IEclda forment deux groupes distincts quoiqu'ils

f assen tun tou tdans leCodexReg i s ' Lap rem ie repa r t i edumanusc r i t con t i en tdespoemes
mythologiques sur les anciens clieux paiens, commenqant par deux des podmes-.les mieux

"onnu., 
Vol.,,pri (La vision) eI Hdvamtil (Les dires de l.Eleve, c'est-ir-dire d'odin)- La se-

conde partie renfcrmc cies l6gendes h6roiques d6crivant des personnages mortels mais qui

p".rJai", parfbis dcs qualit6i surnaturelles, dont le destin est humain et souvent tragique.

Les podmes heroiques du Codex Regis peuvent dtre divisds en trois cycles paralldles'

selon leurs sujets. Dani lc cycle ccntral, les piotagonistes sont Sigurdur Frifnisbani (Sigur6ut

le tueur de serpents) ;  1" ,  d.u"  femmes Ou::  to v ie,  Brynhi ldur Bu6lad6t t i r  et  Gudr in



Gjrikad6ttir; les fidres de Gudnln, Gunnar et Hcigni; et le frdre de Brynhildur, Atli (l 'histo-

rique Attila le Hun). Les "Lais de Helgi" pr6cddent ce grand cycle; ils ne sont que leche-

ment relids 1'un d 1'autre et, dans la troisidme section. les versets sont vaguement associds

au Roi Jcirmundrekur dans lequel les personnages principaux sont Gu6nin Gjrlikad6ttir et

ses f i ls .

L'action entrelacde des podmes heroiques est par-dessus tout une tentative du compila-

teur ou de l '6di teur du Coder Rcgis d 'organiser lc  mater ie l  d ivers provenant du meme

monde legendaire.  d ' ignorer les incons6quences entre les podmes indiv iduels et  d '6tab1ir

un contact entre les hiatus en eux avec des liens en prose. Certains sp6cialistes ont sugg6l6

que l'6crivain du manuscrit ait aussi omis des versets it certains endroits alin d'dviter la

rdp6t i t ion.  Les 6cr ivains du Quatr i ime c lnnt  de Gudr i ln ont  naturel lement pu pousser

beaucoup plus leur 6dition, r6duire des versets a leur 916 et les r6arranger ir leur goitt. Dans

1a vers ion de scdne, un texte rdci td 6ta i t  ut i l ise pour re l ier  les f ragments chant6s des

podmes h6rorques, improvis6s ir partir de leur intrigue pour cr6er une histoire qui se tienne.

Les pieces rdci t6es ne sont  pas inclues dans la vcrs ion enregistr6e;  nous suivons ainsi

I 'h is to i re c le Gu6r in par t ronqons. . .  Mais c 'est  cxactement l 'e f fet  des podmes memes de

1'Edda, qu'1ls nous soient parvenus dans une fbrme corrompue ou non, qu'ils aient ainsi

6t6 au gotrt du peuple qui nous les ont livres.
@ J6n Hallur Stffinsson 1998

L'intrigue

Prologue
Gu6rtn Gjukadott ir  est une jeune f i l le, l l l le de Grimhild et scur de Gunnar, Hdgni et

Guttorm. Elle se rappelle son heureuse jeunesse au sein de sa famille.

Le voyage de Sigurdur
Aprds avoir tu6 le serpent Fffnir et avoir gagnd son c6ldbre tr6sor d'or, Sigur6ur traverse le

myst6rieux mur de flammes qui entoure et protdge la valkyrie Brynhildur. Il gagne son

c(Pur et ils se fiancent. Mais les fils de Gjuki attendent Sigur6ur avec d'autres projets en

:.1



tCte. Il est supposd dpouser leur scur Gudrrin.

Brynhildur

Sigurdur a jurd un serment de fraternitd avec les frdres Gunnar et Hdgni et il a dpousd
Gudrfn. Il aide ensuite Gunnar ir gagner la main de Brynhildur en lui pretant son propre
corps pour qu'il puisse traverser le mur de flammes.

La nuit de noces
Brynhi ldur sai t  qu 'c l le a 6t6 t rompde. Regret tant  son sort ,  e l le demande que son man
Gunnar tue Sigur6ur, l'homme qu'elle aime, ou qu'il le fasse tuer. Gunnar finit par accepter
et c'est Guttorm, le tidre de Gunnar et de Hdgni, qui se laisse duper ir tuer Sigurdur.

Le chagrin de Gudrfin
Le plus jeune fidre. qui n'est pas lid par un serment de fiaternit6, a tu6 Sigurdur. Avant vu
son proiet se r6aliser, Brynhildur se suicide. Folle de chagrin, Gudrfn accuse ses frdres et
fait l ' i loge de Sigurdur dans sa premidre lamentation. Le premier dpisode de sa vie tra-
gique est termind et elle part.

Le messager
At l i ,  le  f rdre dc Brynhi ldur,  b l imc Gunnar pour la mort  c le cel lc-c i  c t  i l  cherche d la
venger. Dans l'espoir de conserver la paix, Grimhild rappelle Gudrin ir la maison et la per-
suade d'6pouser Atli. Gu6rr'rn et Atli ont deux fils. Mais Atli est encore pouss6 par le d6sir
de vengeance et  i l  convoi te aussi  l 'or  que les f i ls  de Gjr ik i  ont  h6r i td de Sigurdur.  Le
messager d'Atli, Kn6frtjdur, visitc Gunnar et Hcigni et les invite d la cour d,Atli.

Les r€ves
Les fidres d6cident d'accepter l'invitation, ignorant les avertissements de leurs femmes.
Glaumvcir, la secondc f'emme de Gunnar, et Kostbera, la f-emme de H6gni, font des cauche-
mars la nui t  pr6c6dant leur d6part .  Dans cet te sect ion.  ces r€ves sont  entrecoup6s des
propres r6ves d 'At l i  sur  le meurtre de ses f i ls  qui ,  dans cet te v is ion cauchemardesque,
chantent  les mots qu' i ls  rdp6teront  ensui te i  leur  mdre:

Qui sacrifiera ses enlants...



Le piige

Malgr6 ces mauvais pressentiments, Gunnar et Hogni se mettent en route. IIs tombent dans
un pidge dress6 pour eux par leur beau-frere Atli. Hctgni tue le traitre Knefiddur.

La mort de Hiigni
Atli propose d'6pargner la vie des fidres s'ils lui remettent I'or de Sigur6ur. Ils refusent.
Hdgni  est  tu6 en premier:  son ccur lu i  est  arrache de la poi t r ine.

La mort de Gunnar
Gunnar est  jet6 dans un t rou rempl i  de serpents v6ndneux.  I l  essaie de les endormir  en
jouant de la harpe mais en vain parce qu'un des serpents reste 6vei l l6  et  le tue.

La f€te
Atli se rappelle ses r6ves agitds, quand Gudrun a commis une atrocitd pour venger cunnar
et Hcigni: elle a assassin6 ses propres fils, lait des bols de leur crine et laissd leur pdre Atli
en boire de I'hydromel m0l6 au sang des garqons et manger leur ccur roti.

Exode

Gudrrin raconte les 6v6nements tragiqucs de sa vie et pleure son destin. Et avec raison
puisqu'entretemps, elle a perdu la fille qu'elle avait eue de Sigurdur et elle a envovd ses fils
de son t ro is idme mari  dans une mission suic idaire pour venger sa demi-scur,  sa f i l le  Svan-
hild et Sigurdur, quoique le quatridme chttntne fnsse que bridvement allusion ir cet 6pisode
te rm ina l  dans  I r  v i e  de  l ' h c ro i he .

Haukur T6masson a 6tudi6 la composir ion dans sa v i l le  natale de Reykjavik puis d
cologne, Amsterdam et ir I'Universit6 dc californie i San Diego. parmi ses professeurs de
composition se trouvent Forkell Sigurbjornsson. Atli Heimir Sveinsson, Ton de Leeuw.
Roger Reynolds et  Br ian Fernel 'hough. En plus d 'un grand corpus de musique de chambre.
l 'euvre de T6masson inclut  5 p idces orchestra les.  deux concertos et  des pidces pour le
th6atre. T6masson a requ de nombreuses commandes et sa musique est iou6e un peu par-
tout. sa composition spirall |ut mise en nomination pour le prix du conseil Nordique de
Musique en 199-5 et sa pidce orchestrale Srrall gagna le Prix de Musique du S1'stdme de



T6l6diffusion Nationale Islandaise en 1993. D'autles prix incluent le prix Optimiste Brijste

en 1996 et le Prix de Musique Islandaise pour le Quatriime chant de cudrun en 199x.

L'ensemble caput fur fbrm6 en 1987 par un gfoupe enthousiaste de jeunes musiciens

islandais dans le but d'ex6cuter et de commander de la musique nouvelle. Caput consiste

en 25 music iens.  la p lupart  rdsidant  en ls lande. Depuis sa fondat ion,  caput a 6te une

grande force dans la vie culturelle islantlaise et a aussi tenu un rdle actif sur la scdne de la

iruriqre nouvelie en Europe en participant ir des festivals majeurs. Caput regoit rdgulidre-

ment des subsides du gouvernement islandais et de la ville de Re1'kjavik mais c'est un

ensemble entidrement ind6pendant.

Christian Eggen est n6 en Norvdge en 1957 et il a fait ses d6buts de pianiste en 1973. Il

compose de ia musique symphonique et de chambre et il a perce sur la scdne internationale

comme chef d'orchestre aux Jours Internationaux de Musique de la SICM ir Oslo en 1990'

Il s'est depuis produit lors de concerts et de festivals partout au monde. consid6r6 comme

i'un des plus importants chefs cl'orchestre de musique contemporaine de la Scandinavie, il

a travaillf avec des compositeurs 6minents tels que Helmuth Lachenmann, Iannis Xenakis,

John Cage, James Dillon et Witold Lutoslawski. Christian Eggen a iou6 un r6le important

6ans la vie musicale norv6gienne grice i son travail avec Cikada et la Sinfbnietta d'Oslo,

tant comme chef d'orchestre que comme directeur artistique.



Ij6rdi siingur Gudrirnar
(Gudrirn's 4th Song)

E nrotog
(iut)ttitt:

Mer var cg mer. ia.
nddir  nr ig lnddi.
bi i t r t  j  b i f i .
unnl eq vel  br iedrum.
Linz rnig (ijriki

gut l i  rc i ld i .
gul l i  rc i l 'd i .
gai  Sigurdi .

E Fdr sigurdar

tsitt bu. Sigur6ur.
baugr rau6a.
ura K(rrunqtegl
kvidr mcirgu.
\ , le) \ 'c i t  eg einx
niklu f igursra.
gul l i  gedda
e f  br i  gela mrl l i r .

t-ig&jr til Cirikr
qr ienaf DIauItr .
l ram visa skdp
lolkl io i indun.
Par hcl i r  dir  konungur
dai l tur al ia.
I 'd munIu. Sigurdur,
mundi krupa.

E Prologue
Gu)rilfi:
Me. tairest ol  ntr id\-
m\ mother rerrad:
in bo\\ 'cr .  hrpp\.
m\ brothcrs I  lovcd.
t i l l  I h i l r  G i n k i
r i th golt l  mc r iorcre, l .
t r i lh qold me do$ered
rnd grve nra lo SjLUft lur.

E Sigurdur's Journev
-t Nont (olfstoge ):
Gather norv, Sigurdur.
thc golden r ings
lr)  l l i rch in fcar
bcnt i  not a king;
a maiden I  kno\\-
of rnanv nnst liir.
in golden Nceds:
a \ \ i fc fo. lhcc.

Green arc the palhs
to Cjuki 's hal l  -

i r te dolh lurthcr
the lear lc is mani
thrt  lb lk king hath
r tair  daughtcr l
rv i th thc golcl .  Sigurdur.
nravst thou qain her hand.

ai l  e!  I runntrst
l ja lrr  nonl i r
.kopu oss l rn-qa l l r i i .

\ 'a in geng cg vi l ia.
\er\  og Dagglr .
raro cg nlg gr lr
r f  gr intntunt hu{.

F u  r k r l t .  ( i u n n r r .

Ler.r  um l i r r
m l n u  l i l n d i
o g l  m e r : l l l t i i :
nrun e! una aldrei
nrcd ( jal i rgi .

\1un cq al iur i : r ra

frr  cr cg idan vark.
nrcd nlbornunl
n i d i u m  n i n u m i

far rnun eg si t ja
og sofr  l i l i .
n.mr f iu Sigurd
\ \ c l r n  l i i t i r
os i ( t lur . iorum
ilor i  verdir .

E Fyrra tregr6f
G uanin
Saknr. 'g i  sessi
og i  s lelneu
m r n \  n r l v i n r r .
\  r ldr m.gir  c j ika;
\  r ldn mcgir  Cjt ika
minu hi i l l i
o!  s\  \ tur s innar
\arum grt l l .

Slr  rrr  Siguri lur
of sonum ( i j i rka:

sem \ i l r i  ef i !nn hukur
ur gra\ i  va\ inn
eor hj i t r tur hlbcinn
unr h\ i i \ \unr di  rum

and ( iunnar 's I .
The loathlv norns
our longing causad.

I  bave nor husbdnd
nor bapptness.
musl seek mv glee
ln gnm rcvcngc.

Shalt .  Gunnar,  lbrego
i l logether
mv demesncs

thv lo\c I  l ist  not.
l ieqe. to have cvcr.

Wil l  I  lare thirher
s here bclbre I  wa\.
Io mv near kindred.
mv kininen dcar -

thcrc dul ly clwel l .
and dream through l i le
trul  lhou do lo dcrth
Gudrirn s drr l ing.
and greatcs gtorv.
Gunnar.  of  r l l .

E Gudrirn's Grief
Gudriltt:
At board I  miss.
and in bed r lso,
mr boson's fr icnd.
' l  is my brolhers gui l l  -
' t is mv bfothcrs qui l t

that this gr ief  I  bcar
lhcir  own sister
aid sore Ictr !  [  eep.

Was mr Siguriur
'mrngst 

the sons of Gj i rk i
l ike thc grr l ic pmwn

Inc grass tDo\c.
or the hi .sh- legged hrf l
thc hind\ rmong.

E Brirdkaupsn6ttin E The Wedding Night
Brytthi ldLtr :

Ord meltag n[,
idrumk el i i r  bessi
kvon er hans Guarl in

In tr  rr th spokc l t
I  shal l  ruc i t  af ter -

hir  s i fc is Gudnln.



eda gul l  glodftul t

r f  gr i ru si l f i i .

or glo\ \ , -rcd gold

rmidst ! i rc!  sr lvcr

E Sendibodinn E The Messenger
l : t r  1 t i " 4 , ,  A ' r ' J , . r r r '

Ar l i  sendi Ol \ l ) le \ent At l i

i r  t i l  Gunnrrs on errand to Gunnat

kunnan segg rt)  I  ior.  N cunning king s nan -

Knetr i jour \  rr  \ i t  h. i t inn. Knif f i i6ur Frs he hight:

1\o gi j roum kon hrnn Ci i rkr l r  GiLiki  s court  c lnc he'

og rd Gunnrr\  hi i l l r .  and to Gunnar 's Lrcer hal l '

bckkjum rr ingr.) 'punl to lhc bcnches hcarth- l l i td ing'

og r i1 bjor i  sr isurr k) the bcer oI welcome

Atl i  mig hingrO sendi At l i  hath \cnt m.

r i o a  c r i n d i .  h i \  c n a n d  I o  r i d c '

nrr  inum melgreypa. on chrr.gcr bi t -champing.

\ , tvfkviO inn okunna. thrcugh checrles: Mvrkvid-

ro bidjr  t i iur.  Gunnrr.  to Lr id \1)u. ( iunnar.

ai  id i  bckk kiemio. thxt to hls Dencnes \c come.

nred hj i lmun ar ingre\pum. $i th hclmels f ing-dight

ad srkjr  hein Ath. io thc hal ls of AlLi

Skj i i ldu kncgud bar vel j r  Shiclc ls mel ! ! '  choose thcre.

og skalnr askr.  \pcarshi l l ls of  ush tree.

hj l lnu gul l rodna cke h. lmels gold burnished'

og Hina mengi.  \ \ \ofd bhdcs lul l  n lan).

sl l turgl l l ts i idulklccl i ,  s i l \ 'er-gi l r \eddlecloths.

scrki  ralrrudr.  Wclsh \rrks gof\  red.

dal i t r  darrr( la.  drr ts rnd berbcd spears'

drcj \ la malgrc) pr.  rnd Lr i t 'champln!!  \ lccds'

V i i l l l i r t ) k k u r o g m u n d u  S e i a  I I c  \ \ i l l  g i v e  \ o u  t h c  g o l d

viarar Gnitaheiorr ol  Cnit  Hcrth \r \1.

efgeir i  gjal landa { ' i1 l  girc shr i l l ing shatts

og gl l lNi l  s l i i fnun. rnd \hi f  prows gi ldcd

st6rrr  mciomar much thal ls hoardcd end hidden

og stai l i  Danpnr.  ckc the hr l ls of  Drnp.

hr is pad i t )  ncra. rnd thc mighl!  fbresl

er menn l \ { \ ' rkvid kr lh.  rvhich is NI} rkvid hight.

E Draumar

Heiman gcf is l  hi .  Haigni.

hlggou u0 r ioum.

tr l r  cr ful l r ! 'n ini ,

f rr  bu i  s inn anrud;

Rad cg i ler rLinar,

er rc ist  bin sls l i r

bj i i r t  heir  her eigi

bodid i  s i in Pet la.

Eit t  cg most undrumk

narkat eg.nn h\ggjr

h\ar) hi  lard l i t r i

er sk] ld i  v j l l t  r is lai

bvi  aa svo var r i  ! isao

sen undir  v ier i

bani \kkrr bcggta.

e f  i0 br i i l l r  ktmi0:
vant er stat is vi f i

cda valdr adr ir .

Dfe,vrndi mig. t l i igni .

dvl lumk hr l)  oiEl i l
gdnga mun vkkur andtr i \ .

eia cl la hrEdumk.

G Iaunr6r:
Gcrval hugt)a eg f i r  gr i l -sr.

gcngir  f i r  a6 hrngr.

f , t ib ig ornar

,vr6r cg f ig l r  ikvrn.

gcdisl  r i jk ral ln lr :

r i i !  fu.  hvrd faO r ' t r i .

Ki l t t l i  i ; lut :
At l i  n ig hingaa scndi

r ida cr indi .
i lar rnum nclgre!pl .

N' l l ' rkvid inn ( ikuina.

a6 bioja !0ur.  Gunnrr.

r0 ia i  bckk kEmia.

E Dreams

From hcnce sI)uld st .  Hi ignl .

but heed thou m\ counsel

but l i$ rrc runc_$i\e

frre thou somc othcl  l ln lc l

Thc rute si l l rs I  he\c guesscd norv

g t r \ c n  b \  t h ) ' s l s t e r ;

hrs th.  whi l . -br$\cd one

nol bidden thee b her '

At onc rhing I  \ \ondef.

nor crn \ \  el l  mxkc oul:

$ 'hr f rvcl lcd tha runcs rrc

rvhich ucre qr i t ten br Cut lrunl

tof  so sccmeo ( l  nle

lhcir  \acret nlcrnirg

that u)ur banc i t  *ould be i f

Al lc s bidding tc i i ) l lo\ \ :

one runc she rrantelh.

or 
' t is Ihe work ofr i lo lhcl .

I lear m! drerms, H6gni.

hide !hco1 I  r ' i l1 not:

some i l l  wi l l  belr l l  !ou.
I  l iaf  ne great l t .

G lnum\ 6r:

A -qal loNs sar ' I  threat nlng.

t i ) r  thee k) hang oi l .

!nd worms thec bccrar l lng.

untounded olherrr isc

crme the doom of el l  godheads:

whal dccm'st thou i l  nrcrnelhl

At l i  hrth senl nc

his errand lo r ide.

on charger bi t-chamPing-

thrcugh checrless ! l l rkvio.

to bid lou. Gunnar.

!hrt  to his benchc\ re conc.



med hjAlmum aringreypum
aO sekja heim Atla.

At l i :

Hugda eg h6r i  r in i
teina fallna
pa er eg vi ld igak
vaxna l i ta,
rifnir med r6tum,
rodnir i bl66i,
bornir |i bekki,
be6i6 mig a6 ryggia.

Knlfrijdur:
Atli mig hingad sendi
rioa eritdi,
mar inum mdlgreypa,
Myrkvid inn 6kunna,
ad bi6ja ydur, Gunnar,
a6 id d bekk kemi6,
me6 hjdlmum aringreypum,
a6 sekja heim Arla.

Kostbera:
Drevmdi mig, Hcigni,
dyljumk pad eigi;
ganga mun ykkur anderis.
eda el la hradumk.
Blsju hugoa eg bina
brenna i  eldi ,
hryt i  hl i r  logi
hr is min i  gegnum.

Glaumti)r:
Dreymdi mig, Hdgni,
dyljumk pa6 eigi;
ganga mun ykkur anderis,
eda ella hre6umk.
Gervan hugda eg b6r gilga,
gengir bi ad hanga,
eti big ormar
yr6a eg big kvikvan,
gerdist rdk ragna;
Ganga mun vkkur anderis
eda el la hredumk.

with helmers ring,dighr,
to the hal ls ofArl i .

Arli:

Meseemed in my garth
two saplings fell,
though grearly wished I
to let them grow,
by the roots uptorn.
reddened with blood:
which, borne to my bench.
thou didst bid me ear.

Kndfrijilur:
At l i  halh sen( me
his errand to dde,
on charger bit-champing.
through cheerless Myrkvi6,
to bid you, Gunnar,
that to his benches ye come.
with helmets ring-dight.
to rhe hal ls ofAt l i .

Kostbera:
Hear m]' dreams, Hdgni.
hide them I wi l l  nor:
some ill will befall you,
I fear me greatly.
Thy bedclothes saw I
burning in fire,
the high flames whelming
through our hal l  swepr roaring.

Glaumvrir:
Hear my dreams, Hdgni,
hide them I wi l l  not:
some i l l  wi l i  befal)  you.
I  fear me great ly.
A gal lo\ \ 's saw I  threal 'n ing.
for thee to hang on,
and *orms thee becrawl ing,
unwounded otherwise -

came lhe doom of al l  godbeads.
Some i l l  wi l l  bet i l l  you.
I fear me greatly.

Kostbera:

Orn hugda eg hir inn fljrigia
a6 endlcingu hrisi,

bad mun oss drjigt deilast,
dreil6i hann oss ciil bl66i;
hugda eg af heitum
a0 veri hamur Atla.

Glaumt,l)r:
Blodgan hug6a eg meki
borinn r i r  serk pinum:
i l l r  er s!efn sl ikan
ad segja naudmanni,
gerr hugda eg slanda
i gegnum pig mi6jan
emJu6u ilfar
a endum bii6um.

Sro mig n! ' lega
nornir  vekja,
\  i is innis sp. i ,
v i ld i  a6 eg rdda, -

hugda eg pig, Gu6nin
Gjnka d6tiir,
lebldndnum hjdr
leg&ia mig i  gegnum.

Slni  At la.
Bl6t,  sem vi l l ,  bdrnum,
bannar pad manngi.
sk6mm mun rd rei6i
ef  pr i  revnir  gcirva.

Kostbera;
Orn hug6a cg h6r inn fljrigja
a0 endldngu hi ls i ,

Glaunriir;
A hugda eg hdr inn renna
ad endl6ngu hIsi .

Hugda eg m€r ai  hendi
hauka fljriga.

Koslbera;
An eagle beheld I
through our hall Rying -

bad tidings bodes that -

which with blood us sprinkled
in evil seeming
like Atli looked he.

Glaumviir:
A bloody sword saw I
out of the sark taken
for a husband's hearing
unhappy dreams these.
A spear eke thought I
thrust through th]' middle,
with hungr]' wolves howling
at haft and spearhead.

Atli:
Nightly norns me
but now awakened -
was I  to make oui
his evi l  dream -

meseemed, Gu0nin
Gjriki s daughter,
tha! with stealthy steel
thou didst stab me ihrough.

At l i 's Sons:
To make away with us
no wight can hinder thee:
thv wrath will be sated
when tis wrought altogether.

Kostbera:
An eagle beheld I
thiough our hall flying -

G ldumil,.
A stream beheld I
through our hall flowing.

At l i :
Meseemed from mv hand
rwo haw,ks did flr'.



Glauilviit, Kostbera:

Konur hug6ag dauoar

koma j n6tt hingao

verit vart binar

vi ldi  big kj6sa,

by6i P€r bre6lega

t i l  bekkja sinnal

eg kve6 aflima

or6nar bdr disir.

Atli:

Legja eg si6an,

n6 sofa vildag.

bregjarn i kdr:

bad man eg gdrva.

Kostbera:
Sigl i  P6t sal i t ,

og sigur 6rni6.

Glaumviit:
Veitk-at eg,

hvort verd launio

ad vilja ossum;
glEpur er gests koma

Knllrbdur:
Eigi hann jiitnar,

ef hann a6 ydur lYgi

G laumvdr:
Sigi i  ber scl i r ,
og sigur erni6.

Kostbera:
Fari sem eg fyr melig,

test eigi  bvi  ni ta.

B veislan
Atl i :
Hugoa eg hdr i tini

teina lal lna

bi er eg vi ld igak

vaxna lala,

rifnir me6 rotum.

Glaumvi)r, Kostbera:

Methought in the darkness

came dead women hitherward,

clad in weeds of mourning,

and wished to fetch thee.

beckoned and bade thee

to rheir benches forthwith;

I f'ear that the goddesses

have given thee over'

AtI i :

Meseemed I  lay,

nor to sleep l isted,

upon my bed

I wi l l  bear i t  in mind

Koslberu:
May ye sail safel,v

and snatch victory.

Claum)i i r :
Reward ye llitjnglY

the ieast ings we gave You;
were a lbul shame your coming

ifbefal ls them i l l  haP

KndJratutr:
May the et ins seize him

in aught who betrays you.

Glaumv'tir:
May ve sail safely

and snatch victorY.

Codspeed I  wish You,
let  no wight gainsay i t .

E The Feast

Meseemed in mY garttr

two sapl ings fel i ,

though greatly wished I

to le! them grcw.

by the roots uPtorn,

ro6nir i b1o0i,

bornir i bekki

be6i6 mig a6 tyggia.

MennAtla:

Umdu iilsk6lir,

Atla vinhdfgar
p6 er i hbll saman

hinar tdldust,
gumar gransidir,

gengu inn hvorir.

AII i :
Hugda eg mer af hendi

hauka fljuga

brA6alausa
bdhanna t i l :

hj6rtu hugda eg Peira
vi6 hunang tuggrn,

sorgm66s sela,

sollin b166i.

Hugda eg mer af hendi

hvelpa losna,
glaums andvana.
gylli beoir:
hold hugda eg beirra
aO hr&jum or6i6,

nau6igur niii

n i ta eg skyldag.

E Sidara tregr6f
Gudrin:
Einstad em eg or0in,

sem dsp i  hol t i ,

lallin ad liendum

sem fura a6 kvisli.

vadin a6 viJja

sem vi6ur a6 laull,

bi er in kvistskeoa

kenur um oag varman

Frjd vissa eg elda,

brji vissa eg arna,

reddened with blood;

which, borne lo mY bench,

thou didst bid me eat.

At l i  s men:

Atli'sgold cuPs

did clink wine-illled,

when the Hunnish heroes

in the hal) lbregathered:

long-bearded henchmen

benchward in strode.

At l i :
Meseemed from mY hand

two hawks did flY,

tamished lbr food,

to the lateful  bouse:

their hearls, meseemed,

with honey I are

in sorry mood -

were they swol'n with blood

Meseemed from my hand

lwo whelps I loosed;

the young yearlngs

yelped bi t ter ly;
their flesh, meseened.

though loul  become,

I was made to eat,

all unwilling.

@ Exodus
Gudrin:
On earth I am lonely

like ro asp in holt

amidst lbcs unlriended

like fir stripped ofboughs,

ofgladness bereft

as the greenwood of leaves

when lhe waster_of:lwigs

on a warm day cometh.

Three homes knew I,

three hearth fires;
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